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Sundays 7:30PM-10:00PM at The JazzLab
27 Leslie St. Brunswick - off Victoria St.
$30 & $25 Con. unless otherwise noted

BEN VANDERWAL

September
Sunduy.r oth
Annwen Roberts Quintet

Annwen Roberts is a young improvising violinist from Lutruwita/Tasmania
whose musical roots are in jazz and folk, utilising the timbral and textural
quadlities of the instrument used in folk and gypsy jazz to create a new lead
voice. Studying at the V.C.A. over the last four years, she has combined these
influences to create a whirlwind of lyrical and intense improvised music.

Her new quintet leans more into melodies and forms derived from Irish folk
music, combined with interlocking improvisation and jazz harmony. She will
perform new music from her upcoming release with the band comprised of
Alex Siderov (drums) Tristan Meffre (tenor sax), Nick Gregory (guitar). and
Claire Aboguelis (bass). This will be the last performance of this music before
recording her next release, which is an EP about Annwen’s cat Moocow, who
went missing and was recovered. The quintet will also play newer music,

and tunes from Roberts’ first release, Sky Omens.

Sunday, 13th

Johannes Luebbers Sextet - Farewell season

Pianist, composer and arranger Johannes Luebbers is best-known for the
Johannes Luebbers Dectet (JLD), which was formed in Perth, and recorded
two albums in 2008 and 2010. After relocating here, Luebbers formed a
Melbourne edition of the group, released two albums in 2021. Post-COVID, he
also formed a smaller sextet ensemble to perform his original compositions.
With Luebbers relocating back to Perth with his family, this will be a ‘farewell
performance’ with this group, which features some leading improvisers,

with Angela Davis (alto sax), Paul Williamson (trumpet), Callum Mintzis
(trombone), Christopher Hale (acoustic bass guitar), and Dylan van der
Schyff Dylan (drums) joining Johannes Luebbers (piano).

Sunday, 20th

Green, Evans, Van Der Schyff

(Sydney/Melbourne) - Debut/Album launch
Even Quiet Embers Carry Fire is the debut album of the collaboration of
the Sydney pair of guitarist Jess Green and saxophonist Sandy Evans, with
Melbourne-based drummer Dylan van der Schyff. It is a deeply attentive
exploration that evokes experiences of space and nature, through shifting
patterns of light, sound, and feeling. The trio draws on shared sensibilities
spanning ambient music, noise, and free jazz, creating music that unfolds
patiently and with quiet intensity. All three artists bring deep histories in
improvisation and experimental music. Jess Green is a genre-defying guitarist
whose work spans jazz, new music and contemporary classical contexts.
Sandy Evans OAM is one of Australia's most revered saxophonists and
composers, with a four-decade career marked by innovation, collaboration
and international recognition. Dylan van der Schyff is a globally respected
drummer whose work bridges texture, rhythm and sound design across
avant-garde traditions. Together, Even Quiet Embers Carry Fire offers
music of restraint and power - a reminder that subtle forces can still carry
immense energy. Jess Green (guitar/electronics), Sandy Evans (saxophones)
and Dylan van der Schyff (drums/percussion)

Sunda

Chris COdg Quartet (Sydney/Melbourne)

After launching his latest album, Mountain To Sea, for the MJC last year,
internationally renowned Sydney-based pianist and composer Chris Cody
returns to Melbourne to perform with Julien Wilson (tenor and soprano
saxophones), Lily Appelt (double bass), and Danny Fischer (drums).The
music is organic, intuitive, exciting, and without boundaries, conceived as a
upbeat, grooving and melodic response to turbulent times. It combines Chris’s
compositions with free group and solo improvisations to take the listener on a
truly exciting and imaginative journey. Visit www.chriscody.com

ANNWEN ROBERTS




October

Sunday. 4th $35/$25 con.

Johannes Luebbers Dectet - Farewell season/ “OhlJazz” stream
Following their standout performance at the 2021 Melbourne International
Jazz Festival and 2022 MJC presentation, the Johannes Luebbers Dectet
(JLD) return to the JazzLab once again. Featuring the music of one of
Australia’s most distinctive jazz composers and arrangers, JLD is a jozz
chamber group focused on the nexus between jazz and classical traditions.
Combining jazz improvisation with the unique colours of orchestral
instrumentation and a diverse compositional language, JLD’s four albums
have resulted in two jazz ‘Bell’ awards and an APRA/AMC Art Music Award.
This performance will feature some leading musicians, with Melissa Doecke
(flute), Ben Opie (oboe), Angela Davis (alto sax), Michael Wallace (tenor sax),
Paul Williamson (trumpet), Jordan Murray (trombone), Henry Eames (French
horn), Andrea Keller (piano), Ben Robertson (bass), Aaron McCoullough
(drums), and Johannes Luebbers (musical director). They will perform original
music from their four albums, as well as some new work. With Luebbers
relocating back to Perth with his family, this will be a ‘farewell performance’
with this 11-piece ensemble.

Sunday, lith.

Vanderwal/Sandon/Keller/Carbo/Morrison
(Perth/Brisbane/Melbourne) - Premiere
Five unique voices from all around the country get together to play each
other’s music. Perth drummer Ben Vanderwal and Brisbane saxophonist
James Sandon have known each other from the age of 16 in Perth, and have a
special musical bond. Sandon was a member of the WAAPA faculty from 2007
to 2013 before joining the Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University in
2014, where he became Head of Jazz in 2026. Having performed with James
Muller for the MJC in January, Vanderwal is an in-demand collaborator with
a diverse range of artists from Rai Thistlethwayte to New York bassist Linda
May Oh. His new recording, Lugano, has just been released on U.S. Biophilia
label. Vanderwal and Sandon have gathered three Melbourne musicians
whom they love to play with, or have always wanted to play with: Andrea
Keller (piano), Harry Morrison (double bass) and Theo Carbo (drums), in this
premiere. They will perform originals from the band members.

Sunday. 18th Zpm  $54/846 (MIJF show with MJC Marketing support)

Resonance (Perth/Melbourne)

Resonance is the latest collaboration from two of Australia’s finest jazz musicians;
saxophonist Sandy Evans and pianist Andrea Keller, joined by exceptional
vocalists Kristin Berardi and Jenny Barnes. Inspired by their shared experiences
striving to be prolific, creative musicians while juggling the demands of family,
care, community and artistic practice, Resonance explores what it means to
sustain a creative life across decades. Weaving together new works by Michele
Morgan, Hazel Smith and Andrea Keller with settings of poems by Sara Teasdale
and Jeannie Greensfelder, the project gives voice to the experiences of women in
the arts, opening up conversations around gender, creativity and care. Be swept
away by music that moves between composition and improvisation, reflecting
the balance between structure and surrender that shapes our lives.

Sunday. 18th 7Jpm  $54/846

(MIF show with MJC Marketing support)

Faris Ishaq with Zela Margossian and Adem Yilmaz
(London/Sydney)

Sunday. 25th 7pm & 9,30 §74/366

(MJC Series interrupted with the MIJF)

Tomeka Reid Quartet Ft. Mary Halvorson (usa)
Sunday, 25th. 8 pm $64/856

(MJC Series interrupted with the MIJF)

Mandisi Dyantyis with Afrospace Interchange (usa)

November

Sunday., Ist

Kadambawa - bebut
Kadambawa is an original contemporary jazz project that brings together
improvisation and Sri Lankan musical traditions.

Jazz News

Melbourne International Jazz Festival

The MIJF will be staged over October 16-25 with over 100 performances at 30
venues by over 400 international and Australian artists. Artists include six-time
ARIA winners The Teskey Brothers, Fred Wesley & the New JBs; jazz supergroup
Aziza featuring Dave Holland, Chris Potter, Lionel Loueke and Eric Harland; the
Tomeka Reid Quartet; vocalist Dee Bridgewater; pianist Tigran Hamasyan; The

Bad Plus on their farewell tour, surrealist blues poet aja monet with her US-based

trio; Kris Davis, three-time DownBeat Pianist of the Year, and the Rebirth Brass

Band, amongst others. Visit www.melbournejazz.com

Wangaratta Jazz & Blues Festival

Wangaratta Jazz & Blues Festival will present a four-day program

across several local venues over the pre-Cup Day weekend on October
30-November 1. It will include the National Jazz Drums Awards, with
artists including The Bamboos featuring Kylie Auldist, Cookin' on 3
Burners featuring Stella Angelico, Horns of Leroy featuring THNDO, Frank
Sultana Blues Band, Monstress, to name a few. Festival Passes are back,
giving access to performances across the Main Stage, Tiny Jazz and St

Pat's Hall. For more details, go to https://wangarattajazz.com.

MJC Receives Federal Funding For 2027

In Creative Australia’s funding results announced in July, the MJC was
successful with its application for $89,915 for our 2027 Annual Program
(including a component for the Melbourne Women'’s International Jazz
Festival). The MJC application was jointly funded by Creative Australia
and Music Australia.

Membershijps &
Acknowledgements

Support the co-op in 2026

M.J.C. Associate Membership

MJC Membership for 2026 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $85, while
Silver level is S40 ($30 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians.
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members;
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details

Sign Up To Our E-News

Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a
fortnight with the latest gigs, aloums and giveaways. Sign-up online at
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

JOHANNES LUEBBERS DECTET

"This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music Australia and
Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body, together with the Victorian Government
through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2026/2026 financial year"
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Founding Artistic Patron the late Brian Brown,
OA Artistic Patrons Mike Nock, ONZM,
MJC Chairperson Professor Tony Gould, OA,

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation
and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging
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