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MELBOURNE JAZZ CO-OPERATIVE

July/Augu

Sundays 7:30PM-10:00PM at The Jazzlab
27 Leslie St. Brunswick - off Victoria St.
$30 & $25 Con. unless otherwise noted

MATT McMAHON

July

Wednesday Ist 7PM at Primrose Potter Salon, MRC

Waypeople (New Zealand/Australia) - Debut/CD Launch
Wellington-based saxophonist and composer Jake Baxendale unites some
of Aotearoa and Australia’s leading jazz and contemporary musicians

for Waypeople, a luminous new album on the Earshift label, inspired

by Ursula K. Le Guin’s translation of the Tao Te Ching. Drawing from

jazz and Chinese classical music, Waypeople is music about letting go

of ego, embracing contradiction, and finding flow. The result is a work

of shimmering beauty, grounded in jazz but alive with the rhythm of
ancient poetry and the pulse of everyday life. The septet comprises Jake
Baxendale (alto saxophone, bass clarinet), Chelsea Prastiti (vocals), Jia
Ling (guzheng), Melbourne’s Cheryl Durongpisitkul (alto saxophone), Matt
Steele (piano), Umar Zakaria (double bass), and Kyrie Anderson (drums).
Tickets $45 ($40 concessions) + booking/fee.

Sunday 5th

Gabriella Hill/Abi Lee Quartet (Sydney/Melbourne) - Premiere
Emerging young Sydney saxophonist Gabriella Hill and her rhythm section
of Henry Hall (double bass) and Daniel Raymond (drums) join with dynamic
young Melbourne pianist Abi Lee in a premiere. Products of the Sydney
Conservatorium, Hill and Raymond performed at the SIMA Women's Jazz
Festival 2025 with Eric Tsai (guitar) and Jacques Emery (double bass).

Hill and Lee shared a double bill at the Monday Night Confessions series
while Lee was touring to Sydney, and discovered a shared passion for more
exploratory improvisation. Lee will be moving to New York in mid-July to study
at the New School.

Sunday 12

BELIEVE (Sydney) - Album Launch

Sydney quartet BELIEVE return to Melbourne to launch ‘Nature's God’ - the
second volume of a two-album release in collaboration with New York’s
Relative Pitch and Melbourne’s Ramble Records. This powerhouse band
combines four of the most inventive improvisers - and composers - in
Sydney’s creative music scene: Peter Farrar (alto saxophone & percussion),
Novak Manojlovic (piano & percussion), Clayton Thomas (double bass &
percussion) and Laurence Pike (drums & percussion). Pike has internationally
released five solo albums (plus two duo albums with Mike Nock); bassist
Clayton Thomas spent over a decade based in Berlin, recording with artists
such as Ken Vandemark, Paul Lovens, and Alexander von Schlippenbach;
keyboardist Novak Manojlovic was the recipient of the 2019 Freedman
Fellowship (Jazz) and is the Artistic Director of S.I.M.A,; alto saxophonist Peter
Farrar toured with Wadada Leo Smith and recorded with Mike Nock. BELIEVE
connects the spectrum of contemporary creative sound making with the
fluid, anything is possible momentum of free jazz. When benchmarks are
Albert Ayler and The Necks, and you intend to play for the universe, not the
algorithm, the remarkable is possible.

Sunday 19

Oehlers/Grabowsky/Williamson/Svoboda/Beck (Perth) - Premiere
This new ensemble brings together Jamie Oehlers, widely regarded as one of
Australia's finest tenor saxophonists, and three of his long-time collaborators
in pianist Paul Grabowsky, trumpeter Paul Williamson, and drummer Dave
Beck, with one long-anticipated addition, bassist Helen Svoboda. Ever since
she arrived on the Melbourne scene, Jamie has long considered her one of
the most compelling voices in contemporary improvisation, and this project
is their first opportunity to perform together. Jamie, Dave and the two Pauls
have been performing and recording together for over 25 years, winning
multiple Bell Awards, Limelight Awards and ARIAs along the way. What unites
them is a common philosophy—that music is most powerful when it comes
from a genuine and individual place. Together, their distinct perspectives
combine into something unpredictable and vital, sometimes subtle, other
times ferocious. This performance will feature original compositions by Jamie
that move from hypnotic modal grooves and free improvisations, to intimate
ballads and intense swingers.

Sunday 26

Joshua Moshe - Erez Project

Erez, the cedar tree, stands tall and deeply rooted, bearing witness to
generations of stories, and song. Led by award-winning Melbourne saxophonist
and composer Joshua Moshe, Erez presents original contemporary jazz
arrangements of Jewish folk songs, Niggunim, and melodies from across the
Jewish diaspora. Reimagined through the language of improvisation, these
traditions become open spaces for interaction, exploration, and contemporary
expression while maintaining deep respect for the source material. Drawing
from Ashkenazi, Sephardi, and Mizrahi musical traditions, Erez moves fluidly
between meditative passages, rhythmic interplay, and expansive improvisation.
Rather than presenting these songs in fixed or historical forms, the ensemble
approaches them as living musical material allowing old melodies to evolve,
transform, and speak in the present through the language of contemporary
jazz. Joining Joshua is an exceptional quintet of collaborators featuring Gideon
Preiss on piano, Jonathan Skovron on electric guitar, Simon Starr on double
bass, and Daniel Farrugia on drums, each bringing their own distinctive voice
to this deeply collaborative and improvisation-driven music.

BELIEVE




August

Sunday 2nd.

Matt Mcmahon Trio (Sydney/Melbourne) - Debut

Sydney-based pianist/composer Matt McMahon remains an unassuming
(and nationally under-recognised) talent, despite being the recipient

of both major jazz awards, the National Jazz Piano Award (1999) and
Freedman Jazz Fellowship (2005), and appearing on several ARIA and

Bell award-winning albums. As well as leading his own groups, he has
worked in collaboration with many of Australia’s most respected musicians,
including Band of Five Names, Vince Jones, Australian Chamber Orchestra,
Joseph Tawadros, Gurrumul, Bernie McGann, and Kate Miller-Heidke (as
well as visiting internationals such as Wynton Marsalis and Greg Osby).
He has released ten albums as a leader or co-leader and appears on over
a hundred albums of original creative music (many of which feature his
compositions). On this rare Melbourne showcase, Matt will be performing
trio music with long-time musical friends Felix Bloxsom (drums) and Ben
Robertson (double bass). This is be preceded by an opening set of solo
piano in anticipation of his new soon-to-be released solo album, Burra
Korrain (ABC Jazz).

Sunday 9th

Daniel Gassin Trio (Paris/Melbourne)

Third-place in the 2013 National Jazz Piano Award and a semi-finalist at
the Bosendorfer Jazz Solo Piano Competition at the 2007 Montreux Jazz
Festival, Australian/French pianist and composer Daniel Gassin is on a
brief visit from Paris, where he has been based for over a decade. He has
performed with many leading French jazz musicians, as well as visiting U.S.
artists Dave Liebman, George Garzone, and Bob Sheppard. Following his
successful 2023 Melbourne International Jazz Festival performance with his
Crossover Band, for this performance he will perform in a trio format with
Yunior Terry (bass) and Aaron McCoullough (drums).

Sunday loth
Holly Moore Quartet

Saxophonist and composer Holly Moore was the MIJF’s Take Note Jazz
Leader in 2020, and after being awarded an ABC Jazz Composition
Commission, in late 2023 she released her first recording, ‘Reunion’, to high
acclaim. This was followed a sextet record, 'FLOOD' (on Namboku Records),
released in December 2024 In the last few years, Moore has been leading
her own projects as well as playing with the Australian Art Orchestra. She

is an artist with a unique voice that speaks to new and exciting changes

in Australian Improvised Music. Her compositions have been described as
“majestic” (The Age). In this Quartet. Moore (alto saxophone] is joined by a
powerhouse rhythm section of Aaron Choulai (piano), Robbie Finch (double
bass) and Luke Andresen (drums).

Sunday 23rd.

James O’Brien Quintet

Pianist and composer James O’Brien returns to the MJC with his quintet
to perform a compelling program of original music. A graduate of the
prestigious Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) who
relocated to Melbourne in 2023, James is a standout voice among a new
generation of Australian jazz artists. Known for his creative, forward-
thinking approach grounded in jazz tradition, O’Brien’s virtuosic playing
has been praised for its striking maturity and depth. Performing with
celebrated ensembles such as the Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra, Horizon
Art Orchestra, and the WA Jazz Project, he had appeared at the Sydney
Conservatorium Jazz Festival and the Perth International Jazz Festival,
among others. James O’Brien (piano) is joined in this dynamic quintet by
Richard Pavlidis (tenor saxophone), Fran Swinn (guitar), James Shortland
(double bass) and Luke Andresen (drums)

Sunday 30th
Stephen Byth Quartet (New York/Melbourne)

Melbourne-born saxophonist and composer Stephen Byth has been based
in New York since 2023. In 2022 he performed material from his acclaimed
album, ‘Reparations’, with an ‘all-star’ octet, regarded by many as one

of - if not the - outstanding gigs of the year (filmed by ‘Oh! Jazz’). His
winning performance in the 2024 National Jazz Award was described by
the adjudicating panel as "flawless playing with endless gears...a pure joy."
His original compositions have been praised by critics for their "gravitas"
(The Australian) and "potent momentum" (The Age). Stephen's second
album 'Growth in Stasis', recorded in NYC, is set for release in October of
this year. After a quartet performance in January 2024, he again performs
in a quartet format with Theo Carbo (guitar), Yunior Terry (bass) and Ebs
Daramola (drums), in preparation for a recording session here before
returning to the USA.

September

Sunday. oth
Annwen Roberts Quintet

Jazz News

Federal Funding Results
The latest round of Creative Australia (formerly Australia Council)
grants results will be announced in early July.

Memberships &
Acknowledgements

Support the co-op in 2026

M.J.C. Associate Membership

MJC Membership for 2026 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $85, while
Silver level is $40 ($30 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians.
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members;
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details

Sign Up To Our E-News
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a
fortnight with the latest gigs, aloums and giveaways. Sign-up online at

www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

JAMES O'BRIEN

"This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music Australia and
Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body, together with the Victorian Government
through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2026/2026 financial year"
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Founding Artistic Patron the late Brian Brown,
OA Artistic Patrons Mike Nock, ONZM,
MJC Chairperson Professor Tony Gould, OA,

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation
and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging
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