
yet complementary wisdoms to discover a new musical perspective with 
a sound of its own. Featuring Flora Carbo (alto saxophone), Andy Sugg 
(tenor saxophone), Yemo Wang (guitar), Umar Zakaria (double bass), 
Kyrie Anderson (drums) and Qamar Baba (percussion). 
 “Transitions” series performance supported by the Victorian Government 
through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2025/2026 financial year

 
Sunday, 31st     
Ebs Daramola Sextet
After his studies at the prestigious Herbie Hancock Institute, under the 
mentorship of celebrated trumpeter Ambrose Akinmusire, drummer, composer 
and bandleader Ebs Daramola is rapidly establishing himself as one of 
Australia’s most compelling new voices. His music blends global influences 
with fearless creativity, delivering a sound that is both deeply expressive and 
emotionally resonant. Having performed with renowned artists such as Herbie 
Hancock, James Morrison, Barney McAll, Logan Richardson, David Binney, and 
Harish Raghavan, Ebs brings a wealth of global experience and a bold artistic 
voice to the stage. Joining him for this performance are Blakely McLean Davies 
(double bass), Grant Windsor (piano), Max Bruten (guitar), Jayden Blockley 
(tenor saxophone), and Kasinda Faase (flute) to perform a dynamic program 
of Ebs’ original compositions. With his debut album on the horizon, this is your 
chance to catch Ebs at a pivotal moment: raw, inspired, and on the rise.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 
 
Sunday, 3rd
Matt Hoyne’s Slow Poke 
Impressive emerging guitarist Matt Hoyne’s latest project is Slow Poke, which 
makes music slowly; not necessarily slow music but music that takes its time, 
in no rush to prove itself. This trio is an outlet for exploring melody, texture 
and space more deeply; with a repertoire of simple original songs and some 
re-imaginings of music by the likes of Joni Mitchell and Rufus Wainwright. 
An ambling take on the jazz guitar trio, Slow Poke features the immeasurable 
talents of Tamara Murphy (double bass) and Ronny Ferella  (drums).

Sunday, 10th   
Abi Lee’s Beyond, Below, And Above 
Beyond, Below, and Above is an improvising trio of Abi Lee (piano), Julien 
Wilson (saxophone), and Dylan van der Schyff (drums/percussion). This is 
an unique and exciting collaboration between internationally established 
improvisers across Canada, Korea/NZ, and Australia. Van der Schyff’s 
delicate conversational approach, Wilson’s uplifting sound, and Lee’s bold 
and narrative way of improvising bring surprises in the trio’s performances as 
they effortlessly weave in and out of free improvisation. Lee’s cultivating way 
of storytelling shows her influences from Ornette Coleman, Kris Davis, and 
Tim Berne. Curated by Lee, their forthcoming self-titled album is part of Lee’s 
ongoing research in structured improvisation.

Sunday, 17th     
Dean Kalaitzidis Quartet – Debut
Dean Kalaitzidis is an emerging Melbourne saxophonist and composer who 
takes inspiration directly from the icons of contemporary Australian Jazz, 
coming from the sounds and compositional styles of such greats as Julien 
Wilson, Bernie McGann, Andrea Keller, Barney McAll, and Allan Browne, 
amongst others. A graduate of the Melbourne Conservatorium, last year he 
released a highly ambitious and well-received double LP album, Slatland, 
featuring an octet (which including violin and cello). He recorded his new 
quartet, comprising Daniel Waddingham (guitar and effects), Isaac Gunnoo 
(double bass), and Kyrie Anderson (drums), last year after composing a 
second album under the mentorship of Andrea Keller. Kalaitzidis returns to the 
MJC with some works from his upcoming release, inspired by the music of the 
Wayne Shorter quartet and the compositional style of Andrea Keller. 

Sunday, 24th     $35/$25
Umar Zakaria’s “Aslibop” Ensemble * – Premiere 
“Aslibop” is a bold new approach to improvisation combining the intricate 
melodic traditions of bebop and Malay asli music, developed over years 
of dedicated research by Malay bassist Umar Zakaria into the musical 
culture of his Singaporean Malay heritage. The Aslibop Ensemble extends 
the bounds of both jazz and Malay improvisational worlds by exploring 
their experimental concepts throughout Umar’s original Malay-themed 
compositions and arrangements. Their performance will present a 
delicate dance of the familiar with the unfamiliar, interweaving distant 

U M A R  Z A K A R I A

May/June
Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $25 Con. unless otherwise noted

D E A N  K A L A I T Z I D I S



 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2026	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2026 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $85, while 
Silver level is $40 ($30 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians. 
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a 
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members; 
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway 
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

Sunday, 28
Mia Barham Trio 
Mia Barham is a Melbourne-based saxophonist, flautist and composer whose 
music blends lyrical improvisation with rich, atmospheric composition. Drawing 
on influences from both jazz and classical traditions, her work explores sound, 
landscape and storytelling through improvisation. She has released several 
original projects which have been featured on ABC Jazz. Her music often reflects 
a deep connection to the natural world, using melody and texture to evoke 
shifting environments and emotional landscapes. Earlier this year with the 
generous support of the Keith and Elisabeth Murdoch Travelling Fellow, Barham 
travelled to the Arctic as part of an international expeditionary residency, 
spending time in remote Arctic regions across Norway, Finland and Iceland. 
Experiences from this journey—its vast landscapes, fragile ecosystems and 
unique soundscapes, culminated in nine compositions which Barham recorded 
at the prestigious MasterKey Studios in Reykjavik, Iceland, with local Siggi String 
Quartet. Mia Barham (alto saxophone, flute and live electronics) performs with 
Daniel Waddingham (guitar) and Ben Ingvarson (kalimba and percussion). 
 
 
 

July
 
 
Wednesday, 1st 7PM. Primrose Potter Salon,  
Melbourne Recital Centre (co-presented by the MJC)
Waypeople (New Zealand/Australia) - Debut
Wellington-based saxophonist and composer Jake Baxendale unites some 
of Aotearoa and Australia’s leading jazz and contemporary musicians for 
Waypeople, a luminous new album on the Earshift label, inspired by Ursula K. Le 
Guin’s translation of the Tao Te Ching. Drawing from jazz and Chinese classical 
music, Waypeople is music about letting go of ego, embracing contradiction, 
and finding flow. Rooted in the Taoist principle of wu-wei – doing by not doing 
– the ensemble performs with collective trust and lyrical storytelling, moving 
seamlessly between meditative intimacy and free improvisation.  Across ten 
pieces, journey through the Tao's many voices – mystical, playful, rebellious. 
Folk-like melodies give way to open, spacious arrangements that feel at once 
familiar and distinct. From the tender ‘Mindful of Little Things’ to the explosive 
‘Being Different,’ the ensemble transforms the timeless Taoist philosophy of 
harmony, balance, and paradox into sound. The result is a work of shimmering 
beauty, grounded in jazz but alive with the rhythm of ancient poetry and the 
pulse of everyday life. The septet comprises Jake Baxendale (alto saxophone, 
bass clarinet), Chelsea Prastiti (vocals), Jia Ling (guzheng), Melbourne’s 
Cheryl Durongpisitkul (alto saxophone), the Sydney pair of Luke Sweeting 
(piano) and Maximillian Alduca (double bass), with Tim Geldens (drums).                                                                                                           
'Baxendale shapes a musical space where composition and improvisation move 
side by side...the ensemble feels fully alive, horns circling, drums gathering force 
and the guzheng scattering bright cascades of notes through the music.' – 13th 
Floor. Tickets $45 ($40 concessions) + booking fee.   
 
Sunday, 5th   $35/$25
Gabriella Hill-Abi Lee Quartet (Sydney/Melbourne) - Premiere 

Founding Artistic Patron		  the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 		  Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  		  Professor Tony Gould, OA,

 
These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation  

and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

"This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music Australia and  
Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body, together with the Victorian Government  

through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2025/2026 financial year" 

WA Y P E O P L E

 
June 

Sunday, 7                                                                                                                                                
Laurence Pike Trio (Sydney) – 'Possible Utopias For Jazz 
Quintet' Album Launch + Niran Dasika (Solo)
Sydney drummer/composer/producer Laurence Pike launches his fifth solo 
album Possible Utopias for Jazz Quintet, joined by pianist Novak Manojlovic 
and saxophonist Jack Stoneham. One of the leading figures of Australia's 
creative music community, Pike has a long history of colouring outside the 
lines, not just in his solo recordings—including four albums for the U.K. Leaf 
label between 2018 and 2024—but also in Warp Records alumni PVT; Szun 
Waves; two acclaimed duo albums with Mike Nock; Triosk, which recorded an 
album with Jan Jelinek in 2003; and avant-punk titans Liars, whom he joined 
in late 2018. Of Possible Utopias for Jazz Quintet, Pike says, “My guiding 
principle: that the purpose of music is to access something bigger than the 
individual, and reveal a sense of possibility and freedom in the world to the 
listener.” Possible Utopias for Jazz Quintet is a point in a continuum, a voice 
in a conversation, a question with no obvious answer: How can the search for 
otherness in music manifest something true about ourselves? Laurence Pike 
(drums/electronics) with Novak Manojlovic (piano) and Jack Stoneham (alto 
saxophone). Trumpeter Niran Dasika’s live solo performances have explored 
an expanding sonic world of live sampling, synthesisers, drum machines and 
lo-fi electronica described as “…wide-ranging and ruminative, filled with 
contemplation and quietude” (Dingo Magazine).

Sunday, 14th
Julian Banks Quartet – Debut
The Julian Banks Quartet brings together some of Melbourne’s most creative 
improvisers in a group that is both fiery and fluid. Led by tenor saxophonist and 
composer Julian Banks, the quartet explores original compositions that carry 
echoes of the jazz tradition while redefining it through a distinctly contemporary 
lens. The music balances spontaneity with structure, allowing for deep listening, 
bold interplay, and moments of raw intensity. With Joe Talia on drums, James 
Gilligan on bass, and Louis King on guitar, the group weaves rich harmonic 
textures and lyrical melodies into a sound that is unmistakably their own.

Sunday, 21
Ashes
Ashley Ballat is an exciting voice emerging on Melbourne’s scene, leading 
her experimental band ASHES with dynamic trumpet playing, electronics 
and new compositions. ASHES has cultivated a distinct and analogous 
language over recent years from playing together regularly. This group 
brings to life Ballat's compositions, whose eclectic aesthetic amalgamates 
music from the incredible Australian Jazz scene, ECM records, American 
Free Jazz, Ambient, Folk and hint of Metal. Together the band coalesce 
acoustic sounds with electronics to create thick soundscapes full of 
texture, colour, and mood. Moving between lamenting melodies, dense fiery 
fury and sparse, delicately restrained improvisation, this band’s energy 
is unique. Featuring Ashley Ballat (trumpet and FX); Dan Waddingham 
(guitar); Monty Shnier (double bass); and, Ollie Cox (drums).


