
Maddison's jazz background and studies in polytempo, the two will exemplify 
the rhythmic complexity and freedom that Anna and Mohamed bring, and 
open the music to a harmonically rich and dynamic improvisatory space. 
Given the limits of the balafon’s tonality, the music will introduce poly-chords 
and harmonic structures not typical of traditional guinean music, as well 
as the vision for layered polyrhythmic structures that are multi-stable and 
have cascading and overlapping resolutions. Musicians and instrumentation 
are Mohamed Camara (voice, kora, balafon, djembe, and dun duns), Anna 
Camara (balafon and dun duns), Christopher Hale (acoustic bass guitar), 
Maddison Carter (drum kit). Visit www.maddisoncarter.com 
“Transitions” series performance supported by the Victorian Government 
through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2025/2026 financial year

Sunday, 29th 
McHenry/Schwing/Rowe (Sydney/Adelaide/Bruny Island) Debut
Although designed leader-less, this trio’s central and foundational voice is that of 
Ross McHenry, a critically acclaimed and multi award winning bassist originating 
from Adelaide, now Sydney based, known for his prolific output as composer 
and band leader. Ross has released multiple albums, featuring international 
musicians such as Eric Harland, Ben Monder, Donny McCaslin and Adam 
O’Farrill. Django Rowe brings to the trio extensive experience both as band leader 
and sideman. Django has released his own albums through the Wizardtone label 
and worked extensively throughout the Adelaide scene. Rounding out the trio is 
Bruny Islander Julius Schwing, an award-winning guitarist and composer. As one 
of Australia’s leading regional artists Julius is known for his uncompromisingly 
personal approach to the guitar, and has released 11 albums through his own 
label Isthmus Music, winning an APRA/AMCOS Art Music Award; a Tasmanian 
Errol Award; and, placing Third in the 2022 National Jazz Guitar Awards. 

March 
 
Sunday, 1st    
Hector Harley Quartet Album Launch 
Tenor saxophonist Hector Harley debuted his new quartet with the MJC in July 
2024, and co-led Jazzalenko in 2025. He returns with his quartet to launch their 
first album as a group, Refuge, featuring in-demand “next gen” musicians 
James Bowers (piano), Monty Shnier (double bass) and Luke Andresen (drums). 
Hector combines strong melodies with subtle harmonic shifts to create a rich 
musical landscape, allowing soloists ample room to express their musicality 
whilst staying true to the essence of each piece. Hector’s quartet will be 
playing newly released music which was born out of the introspective nature of 
composition and musical practice, as well as some select pieces from Hector's 
first album, Mansfield (2022). Unlike Mansfield, Hector's new album features 
music specifically written for a chordal quartet and with works inspired by 
luminaries such as Ben van Gelder, Joel Ross, and Kurt Rosenwinkel.

Sunday, 8th    $35
Ganna (Berlin) The MJC Series is interrupted
“One of the most impressive singers and musicians of the European jazz and 
global music scene”, singer and composer GANNA returns to Australia after 
a sold-out debut tour in January 2025. The solo project of live looping artist 
Ganna Gryniva bridges Ukrainian and Peruvian folk traditions, jazz-tinged 
arrangements, electronic soundscapes and improvisation from her new 
album, Utopia.

Sunday, 15th 
Onur Puza Quartet Album Launch
Onur is a Melbourne-based guitarist, composer, and educator whose dynamic 
career began in Izmir, Turkey. He has performed at major jazz festivals across 
Turkey and Europe, collaborated with leading regional and international artists, 
and composed original scores for film and television before relocating to 
Melbourne in early 2018. His passion for contemporary music, post-bop, and folk 
traditions has drawn him into diverse musical projects, all of which contribute 
to the development of his own musical voice. The Mulberry Tree album gathers 
seven pieces from across two decades of his composing career. With the 
exception of Two Hours and Why Not, every track was born in Melbourne. His 
deep interest in 20th-century composers, folk melodies, and post-bop jazz 
shapes these works in different ways — from melody and harmony to rhythmic 
language. The album features some of Australia’s most acclaimed jazz musicians 
— Mat Jodrell (trumpet), Philip Rex (double bass), and Felix Bloxsom (drums) — 
in a band with over two years of shared musical history. 

Sunday, 22nd    
Multi-Stable Cycles Debut *
Multi-Stable Cycles combines elements of traditional Guinean music 
with Guinean-born master drummer Mohamed Camara and his wife and 
long-time collaborator Anna Camara, and the jazz vocabulary and deep 
understanding of micro-rhythmic and polyrhythmic structures explored by 
Maddison Carter and Christopher Hale. With Christopher's roots in flamenco 
and jazz, combined with his studies in the Korean rhythm system hohup, and 

T H E  T H R E E  S E A S

 March/April
Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $25 Con. unless otherwise noted

O N U R  P U Z A



Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2026	 
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2026 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $85, while 
Silver level is $40 ($30 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians. 
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a Victorian 
act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members; special 
member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway through the 
e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com or 
write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

Keegan (baritone saxophone, harmonium), with Hilary Geddes (electric guitar). 
While The Three Seas have toured Europe extensively and performed at the 2018 
Wangaratta Festival, this is their long-overdue Melbourne debut.

Sunday, 26th
Open Thread – CD Launch
This concert celebrates the release of Waiting Music, Open Thread’s 
second release on Earshift Music. Waiting Music continues in the spirit of 
experimentation that characterized the band’s first album but demonstrates 
an even deeper sense of collaboration and cohesiveness than on the first 
outing. Recorded following a major overseas tour, Waiting Music presents new 
compositions and improvisations that express a wide range of influences – 
from Satie to punk, free jazz to ambient, and more – all the while maintaining 
a singular group sound that seamlessly blends the four unique voices that 
comprise the group. Waiting Music is melodically rich, sonically diverse, and 
rhythmically exciting – it’s noisy, playful, and beautiful, raw and refined, 
juxtaposing a wide range of emotions that take the listener on new journeys 
with each listen. The band is Julien Wilson (saxophones), Peggy Lee (cello), 
Theo Carbo (guitar) and Dylan van der Schyff (drums, percussion), and will be 
performing pieces from the new album.  
 

May 
 
Sunday, 3rd
Matt Hoyne’s “Slow Poke”  
 
 
 

Jazz News 
 
2026 MJC Annual Program Funded By Creative Australia 
The MJC’s 2026 series is being supported by a Creative Australia grant of $ 
$81,160. In addition, our “Transitions” series over the 2025/2026 financial year 
is also being supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria 
funding of $20,000 in the Creative Projects category. There was no Creative 
Ventures funding offered for 2026, this being the category in which smaller 
organisations such as the MJC could receive more significant State support. 
 
Ticket Price Increase
Due to rising costs (including an overdue rental increase), the MJC has 
reluctantly increased the Concession Price from $20 to $25 (which is in line 
with the standard admission costs on week nights at The Jazzlab). While Full 
Price remains at $30, it will increase for certain performances (such as some 
interstate groups or larger ensembles),  
 
 
 

Founding Artistic Patron		  the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 		  Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  		  Professor Tony Gould, OA,

 
These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation  

and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through 
Music Australia and Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body.

O P E N  T H R E A D

April 
Sunday, 5th 
Jex Saarelaht Quartet 
Following an acclaimed Jazzlab residency with his Quartet in September, pianist/
composer Jex Saarelaht – a stalwart of the Melbourne musical landscape over 
5 decades - returns to present his own distinctive compositions, along with 
less-travelled pieces by jazz composers such as Geri Allen and Andrew Hill. He 
will be joined by three outstanding younger musicians – trumpeter/electronics 
improvisor Niran Dasika, (2019 Young Australian Jazz Artist of the Year), 
expatriate NZ bassist Umar Zakaria, (named Best Jazz Artist by Recorded Music 
New Zealand for his debut album Fearless Music), and master drummer James 
McLean (recipient of the 2016 Freedman Jazz Fellowship). ‘Rhythmic power is 
a signal feature of Jex Saarelaht’s music. It’s just bloody great to hear thrilling 
justice being done to the beating heart of this great genre.’ - Ian Muldoon, review 
of Jex Saarelaht Quartet, Esto-Cubist JazzFestival 2025 - ericmyersjazz.com
     
Sunday, 12th     
Delay 45 (Sydney) – Album Launch
The fourth album release from Sydney's Delay 45, I’ll Go Where You Go 
showcases their distinctive voice, shaped by years of close collaboration, 
friendship and deep musical trust. Drawing on a wide palette of influences 
ranging from hip hop and minimalism to contemporary jazz and free 
improvisation, the album features mostly short motifs, melodies and forms that 
provide the platform for dynamic textural interplay. The result is that the band's 
collective musical identity comes to the fore, a fine balance between precision 
and openness, where structure dissolves into spontaneity and familiarity gives 
way to exploration. With a friendship that dates back to their high school 
years, they are individually agile and collectively unified, performing with a 
rare cohesion and sensitivity. Performances at leading platforms include the 
Sydney Opera House, and the Melbourne International Jazz Festival.  Delay 45 
are led by trumpeter Tom Avgenicos, in close collaboration with pianist Roshan 
Kumarage, bassist Dave Quinn and drummer Ashley Stoneham.
"a bold new chapter in Australian jazz". – The Sydney Morning Herald

Sunday, 19th       $35/$25
The Three Seas (Sydney) – Debut/Album Launch
Formed in Santiniketan, West Bengal, in 2009, The Three Seas grew out of an 
all-night jam between Australian saxophonist Matt Keegan and local musicians 
Raju Das Baul and Deo Ashis Mothey and Kolkata-based drummer Gaurab 
‘Gaboo” Chatterjee. Over 15 years, the group has evolved into one of the most 
distinctive cross-cultural ensembles in contemporary music. Their previous 
albums — Haveli (2013), Fathers, Sons & Brothers (2017), and Afterlife (2022) 
—earned acclaim from The Sydney Morning Herald, OzAsia Festival, Edinburgh 
Fringe Review, and The Times of India, who praised their sound as “a rare 
sound of joy.” The Three Seas return with Antahkarana, a luminous meeting 
of Baul mysticism, Himalayan folk, rock and dub, recorded at Peter Gabriel’s 
Real World Studios in the UK. The album fuses ancient devotional poetry with 
hypnotic grooves and global improvisation, uniting Raju Das Baul (lead vocals, 
khamak), Deo Ashis Mothey (vocals, dotora, esraj, guitar), Gaurab Chatterjee 
(vocals, drums, dupki, guitar), Brendan Clark (electric bass, dotora) and Matt 


