
 
Sunday, 23rd 
JAZZALENKO - Debut  
Led by horn-wielding mischief-makers, Holly Moore, Hector Harley, and Josh 
Bennier,JAZZALENKO is a fresh force on the Melbourne jazz scene. After 
years of heckling each other from across rehearsal rooms, bandstands, and 
bar stools, they have finally decided to ‘put their money where their mouth 
is’. JAZZALENKO brings together three of Australia’s most dynamic “young” 
horn players in a bold new project that looks to combine their collective 
writing and improvising styles. Backed by a ripper rhythm section, the band 
blurs the lines between tradition and innovation. The personnel comprise 
Holly Moore (alto saxophone), Hector Harley (tenor saxophone), Josh 
Bennier (trombone), Hugh Stuckey (guitar), Robbie Finch (double bass)  
and Luke Andresen (drums). 
 
Sunday, 30th 
Adrian Sherriff’s Kalachakra  
with special guest Miyama Tokita-Mcqueen – Debut 
Kalachakra (The Wheel of Time) is a new ensemble led by composer and 
multi-instrumentalist Adrian Sherriff, exploring cycles of rhythm, melody, 
and transformation through a transcultural lens. Drawing inspiration from 
jazz, Indian and Japanese classical forms, and contemporary 
improvisation, the group creates intricate sound worlds that balance 
structure and spontaneity. Special guest Miyama Tokita-McQueen is a 
pioneering Tokyo-based koto performer whose artistry fuses Japanese 
tradition with contemporary expression. Renowned for her freedom, 
depth, and innovative collaborations, she has worked with ensembles 
including the Vancouver Intercultural Orchestra, Australian Art Orchestra, 
and Japan Philharmonic Orchestra. For this debut, Sherriff (bass 
trombone, shakuhachi) is joined by an extraordinary line-up: Peggy Lee 
(cello), Rohan Dasika (double bass), and Jay Dabgar (tabla), with 
Tokita-McQueen bringing her distinctive voice to Kalachakra’s 
transcultural vision—where East meets West, tradition meets innovation, 
and time itself becomes music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 
 
Sunday, 2nd 
Ashes 
Ashley Ballat is an exciting voice emerging in Melbourne/Naarm, leading her 
experimental band ASHES with dynamic trumpet playing, electronics and 
new compositions. ASHES has cultivated a distinct and analogous language 
over recent years from playing together regularly. This group brings to life 
Ballat's compositions, whose eclectic aesthetic amalgamates music from the 
incredible Australian Jazz scene, ECM records, American Free Jazz, Ambient, 
Folk and hint of Metal. Together the band coalesce acoustic sounds with 
electronics to create thick soundscapes full of texture, colour, and mood. 
Moving between lamenting melodies, dense fiery fury and sparse, delicately 
restrained improvisation, this band’s energy is unique. Featuring Ashley Ballat 
(trumpet and FX); Dan Waddingham (guitar); Monty Shnier (double bass); 
Ollie Cox (drums) and, Maddison Carter (drums) 
 
	 Sunday, 9th 
	 Joe O'Connor's 'Covert Frequencies' - Premiere 
	 Covert Frequencies explores the untapped potential of the grouping of  
	 James McLean (drums), Joe O’Connor (piano) and Pat Thiele (trumpet),  
	 which had its first and only outing as the Pat Thiele Trio many many  
	 moons ago. After a hiatus of over a decade, Joe has reformed the group  
	 with the addition of Dan Mamrot (electric bass) to develop original music  
	 that is lyrical and cerebral in equal measure. The repertoire indulges a  
	 lingering nostalgia for lush post-bop poetics of 90s jazz ballads, offset by  
	 a healthy dose of modernist navel gazing, rhythmic elusiveness and  
	 tangential references to partido alto and montuno. Expect angles and soft  
	 edges in compositions by 2013 National Jazz Award winner Joe O’Connor  
	 and 2016 Freedman Fellow James McLean. 
 
Sunday, 16th 
Leigh Barker Quintet (Paris/Basel/Melb) Ft. Max Teakle 
2011 Bell Award Winner, virtuoso string bassist, bandleader, composer and 
arranger, Leigh Barker moved to Paris from Australia in 2016. Even before 
his departure, he was already sustaining a busy international schedule 
including Jazz at Lincoln Center and The Bix Beiderbecke Memorial Festival. 
As a sideman here he accompanied artists as diverse as Branford Marsalis, 
and Gordon Webster, and in Europe many greats of traditional and 
mainstream jazz. Ambitiously he has maintained a regular line up in both 
France and Australia, enabling the recording here in late 2022 of his new 
2025 album, Cross Street. Reuniting bandmates allowed the group to 
develop even further his vision of an inclusive and diverse 21st century 
small-group Jazz, drawing on a vast array of influences and flavours. Since 
2005 Leigh has presented original music for the MJC, so as an informal 
"20-year anniversary" he will present his compositions from his 12 studio 
and live releases with long-time colleagues Eamon McNelis (trumpet), 
Justin Fermino (tenor & soprano saxophones) Sam Young (drums) and 
brand-new friend and colleague on the European scene, Max Teakle 
(piano), who left Melbourne in 2022 to study at the elite jazz conservatoire 
in Basel, Switzerland. 
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November 
& December

Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted

A S H L E Y  B A L L A T



funding). Curated by Sonja Horbelt, it will be staged over December 7-14 at 
The Jazzlab, with artists including Virago (USA), Ariel Bart (Berlin), Shannon 
Barnett (Germany), Sara Flindt (Denmark/Iceland) with Lena Douglas, Sandy 
Evans (Sydney), JRMA recipient Lauren Tsamouras’ Another Green World 
(Sydney), Lauren Kate Henderson (Adelaide), The Wardells (Adelaide), 
Monash University Sounding Change featuring Tamara Murphy, MWIJF Big 
Band directed by Angela Davis, and the GDJ Student concert, plus a 
free-entry symposium at MCM with a panel of artists. 
 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2026	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2026 is available is three tiers: Gold level is $85; Silver 
level is $40 ($30 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians (plus a 
special Student rate). Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC 
performance by a Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances 
for Gold members; special member deals on selected events, and occasional 
giveaways through the e-newsletter. Visit our website for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
 
Thanks To The MJC’s Patron, Members & Supporters 
Foremost, the MJC wishes to thank Michael Tortoni (and Lily) at The Jazzlab for 
hosting our weekly performances on Sunday nights; Sonja Horbelt of the 
Melbourne Women’s International Jazz Festival, and Hadley Agrez at the MIJF. 
Finally, thank you to all our Members and the audience participants who keep 
music live in Melbourne, as well as the musicians who continue to perform and 
create new work for often token financial rewards and scant recognition.

	 group employs a wide range of extended instrumental techniques, diverse  
	 formal concepts, and stylistic boundary crossing approach to explore the  
	 intersections of composition, free improvisation, and experimental music. This  
	 performance features a collaboration with internationally-renowned  
	 saxophonist and composer Sandy Evans, and will premiere works that will  
	 feature on a new recording. There will be a short Opening support set by a  
	 Monash University emerging artist. 
 
Sunday, 21st 
Daniel Rorke Quartet – Debut 
An Irish-Australian duel national, tenor saxophonist Daniel Rorke studied at the 
V.C.A. briefly before moving to the Sydney Conservatorium where he studied 
under the late great Gordon Brisker. He debuted for the MJC in 1998, co-leading 
a quintet with the late trumpeter Rod Mayhew. After that he moved overseas, 
spending the intervening years based in Dublin, Scandinavia and New York, 
including stints teaching jazz at Syracuse University in NY, and Dublin University. 
He has performed fairly regularly at The Vortex in London; in Scandinavia with 
Hilmar Jensson and Per Oddvar Johansen; recorded with Irish and American 
musicians on the U.S. label Orenda; and performed in the NYC Downtown scene 
with Oscar Noriega in the Naked Allies ensemble. He also recently toured 
internationally with Adam Nussbaum and Mark Egan. Currently in Melbourne, he 
will perform his originals and some select standards with long-time associates 
Toby Mak (trumpet), Danny Fischer (drums) and Ben Robertson (double bass). 
 
	 “Transitions” series performance supported by the Victorian Government  
	 through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2025/2026 financial year 
 

2026 MJC Program 
 
Sunday, January 11th 
Daniel Gassin Trio (Paris/Melb.) 
 

Jazz News 
 
Wangaratta Jazz & Blues Festival 
Wangaratta Jazz & Blues Festival will present a four-day program across 13 
local venues over the pre-Cup Day weekend on October 31-November 3. It will 
include the National Jazz Brass Awards, with artists including Emma Pask, 
Speedball, Dale Barlow, Volant, Alexander Beets group (The Netherlands), 
Leigh Barker Band, Nicki Parrott, Marlene Cummins, and Clayton Doley. For 
more details, go to https://wangarattajazz.com. 
 

Around  
the Scene 
 
2025 Melbourne Women's International Jazz Festival  
Founded by the Melbourne Jazz Co-operative in 1997, this year marks the 
27th. year of the Festival (having not run in 2008 and 2011 due to lack of 

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging 
 
Founding Artistic Patron	 the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 	 Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  	 Professor Tony Gould, OA,

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

Contemporary 
performances outside  
the M.J.C. program

"This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music Australia and  
Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body, together with the Victorian Government  

through Creative Victoria funding of $20,000 over the 2025/2026 financial year" 

December 
 
	 Sunday, 7th $30/$25 
	 MJC CO-PRESENTATION  WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE MCM IN THE MWIJF  

	 Ashling O'farrell Quartet & Virago (USA) 
	 with Flora Carbo - Premiere  
	 Melbourne saxophonist and composer Flora Carbo teams up with Michigan- 
	 based U.S. ensemble Virago (vibraphonist Sofia Carbonara; saxophonist  
	 BethAnne Kunert; violinist Magnolia Rohrer, and cellist Wesley Hornpetrie) for a  
	 concert that features a premiere by Carbo developed for, and with, the  
	 ensemble. This long-awaited collaboration celebrates international creative  
	 music community based on old (and new) friendships, deep listening, and a  
	 passion for experimental forms. Trombonist and vocalist Ashling O’Farrell is the  
	 recipient of the 2025 New Horizons Award. At just 21 years old, and inspired by  
	 artists such as Rita Payés, Kristin Berardi, Andrea Keller, and Stevie Wonder,  
	 Ashling aims to radiate hope with her jazz-influenced compositions. Her  
	 Quartet comprises Ashling O'Farrell (trombone/vocals), Saffi Campbell-Walker  
	 (piano), Clio Grieg (bass) and Harry Lentell (drums). 
 
Wednesday, 10th $30/$25  
MJC CO-PRESENTATION  WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE MCM IN THE MWIJF  

Ariel Bart Trio (Berlin/Sydney) + MWIJF Big Band  
(directed by Angela Davis) 
Ariel Bart is a harmonica player and composer, currently based in Berlin, 
who has made the chromatic harmonica her primary focus, developing a 
distinctive sound through her compositions. Her debut 2021 album, In Between, 
introduced her innovative sound, followed by Documentaries. She has 
collaborated with artists such as William Parker, Andrew Cyrille, and Yemen 
Blues, and has performed as a soloist with The Jerusalem Orchestra East and 
West. Her current trio project features harmonica, cello, and piano, and has 
performed at jazz festivals across Europe. Ariel’s music offers a unique format 
and intimate language, with the soulful sound of the harmonica at its center. 
Her playing contrasts beautifully with surrounding textures, balancing the flow 
in a romantic, cinematic spirit. In her debut Australian performance, Ariel will 
collaborate with two wonderful Sydney musicians: Lauren Tsamouras (piano) 
and Freya Schack-Arnott (cello). Visit https://www.arielbart.com/ The MWIJF 
Big Band features tertiary students from Monash University and the Melbourne 
Conservatorium of Music playing the music of Australian composers, as well as 
classic big band arrangements from the swing era and beyond.  
 
	 Sunday, 14th $30/$25 MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF 
	 Old Country, New Country with Sandy Evans (Sydney) 
	 + Another Green World (Sydney)  
	 Sydney pianist and composer Lauren Tsamouras is the 2025 recipient of  
	 the Jann Rutherford Memorial Award. She is performing in her duo project,  
	 Another Green World, with double bassist Harry Birch. It delivers an intimate  
	 and meditative experience for both musicians and their audience through  
	 exploration of both pulsatile and improvisation-led compositions. Following  
	 their 2023 debut album Mytera, the JRMA has supported a forthcoming second  
	 album. Old Country, New Country is the collaborative ensemble of Peggy Lee  
	 (cello), Paul Williamson (trumpet), and Dylan van der Schyff (drums). The  


