
Sunday, 28th 
BELIEVE (Sydney) – Debut/Album Launch 
This powerhouse band combines four of the most inventive improvisers – 
and composers - in Sydney’s creative music scene. Drummer and composer 
Laurence Pike has released four solo albums on the UK’s Leaf label (as well 
as two duo albums with Mike Nock); bassist Clayton Thomas spent over 
a decade based in Berlin, recording with artists such as Ken Vandemark, 
Paul Lovens, and Alexander von Schlippenbach (as well as founding the 
Now Now festival of spontaneous music in Sydney); keyboardist Novak 
Manojlovic was the recipient of the 2019 Freedman Fellowship (Jazz) and 
is the Artistic Director of S.I.M.A., recording with groups such as microfiche, 
HEKKA, and Godtet; alto saxophonist Peter Farrar toured with Wadada 
Leo Smith and recorded with Mike Nock. BELIEVE connects the spectrum of 
contemporary creative sound making with the fluid, anything is possible 
momentum of free jazz. When benchmarks are Albert Ayler and The Necks, 
and you intend to play for the universe, not the algorithm, the remarkable is 
possible. For the past three years this Sydney-based quartet has committed 
to a musical process of learning, exploring, experimenting and growing in 
public. No other local group has been so committed to playing live. This 
performance marks their Melbourne debut, and the launch of their first 
album ‘Spirits Of The Dead Are Watching’ - the first of a two-volume album 
release, in collaboration with New York’s Relative Pitch and Melbourne’s 
Ramble Records. Comprising Peter Farrar (alto saxophone &percussion), 
Novak Manojlovic (piano & percussion), Clayton Thomas (double bass & 
percussion) and Laurence Pike (drums & percussion). 
‘The most honest jazz being made today – this is music for our times" - Mike Nock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

September 
 
Sunday, 7th 
Katarzyna Wiktorski Quintet 
Katarzyna Wiktorski is a Polish-Australian pianist, composer, arranger, band 
leader and producer. Fusing improvisation, modern jazz, classical and film 
score influences, she creates emotional and ornate listening experiences for 
performance, screen and recording projects. Aiming to balance between 
complexity and simplicity, her sound is often described as cinematic, 
chamber-jazz with a touch of prog. Supported by the Melbourne Jazz Co-
Op and returning to the Jazzlab, Kat brings together her quintet featuring 
Erica Tucceri (flutes), Flora Carbo (alto saxophone), Madison James Smith 
(electric bass) and Hannes Lackmann (drums). The group will perform 
music from Kat’s previous releases and a new collection of works from her 
forthcoming album, Odessa 
 
Sunday, 14th 
Ebs Daramola Quintet - Debut 
Fresh from his studies at the prestigious Herbie Hancock Institute (formerly 
the Thelonious Monk Institute), where he studied under the mentorship 
of celebrated trumpeter Ambrose Akinmusire, drummer, composer and 
bandleader Ebs Daramola returns with a sound shaped by a deep openness 
to diverse musical traditions. Having performed with renowned artists such 
as Herbie Hancock, James Morrison, Logan Richardson, David Binney, and 
Harish Raghavan, Ebs brings a wealth of global experience and a bold 
artistic voice to the stage. He will be joined by Anton Schultz (double bass), 
Grant Windsor (piano), Max Bruten (guitar), and Jayden Blockley (tenor 
saxophone) to perform Ebs’ originals. This performancemarks a significant 
new chapter as he makes his hometown debut before his debut album is 
released in March 2026. Expect an evening of emotionally resonant music 
from one of Australia's most dynamic emerging voices. 
 
Sunday, 21st 
James Sherlock Trio 
Celebrating Two Years of The Verb not the Noun 
In 2023, guitarist James Sherlock released The Verb not the Noun — his 
first trio album to feature an entirely original program since Watermark 
(2006). Two years on, this acclaimed recording continues to resonate with 
audiences and critics, and the James Sherlock Trio is set to celebrate its 
anniversary with a special concert event accompanied by an exclusive 
re-run of CD and LP pressings of the album available at this show. Joined 
by the exceptional Sam Anning (double bass) and Danny Fischer (drums), 
James draws on the expressive range of the archtop guitar. Together, the 
trio explores the full spectrum of the guitar trio format — textural, rhythmic, 
harmonic, and melodic — bringing fresh life to the music that defined 
the album. For this concert, they will also premiere new compositions, 
expanding the trio’s sound world and pointing toward the next chapter of 
their collaboration.  
“A fine addition to his consistently impressive discography… one of modern 
jazz’s most elegant guitarists.” — Ian Patterson, All About Jazz

B E L I E V E

September
 October

Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted
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November 
 
Sunday, 2nd 
Ashes 
Quartet led by trumpeter and composer Ashley Ballat, which released their 
debut album in October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jazz News 
 
Judy Bailey (1935-2025) 
Pianist, composer, bandleader, arranger and educator Judy Bailey, OAM, 
passed away in Sydney on August 8 at the age of 89. Vale 
 
Melbourne International Jazz Festival 
The MIJF will be staged over October 17-26 with over 130 performances at 
over 30 venues by over 550 international and Australian artists. Artists include 
Samara Joy, Bill Frisell Trio, Gary Bartz, Danilo Perez, Linda May Han Oh, 
Gregory Porter, Lettuce, Melanie Charles + WhoAllGonBeThere and Harry 
Connick Jnr. (USA), Tenderlonious (UK), Hiromi (Japan), Banksia Trio (Japan), 
Ibrahim Maalouf (France/Lebanon) Jazz Association Singapore Orchestra 
(Singapore), Liv Andrea Hauge (Norway) and Speedball, Sunny Kim, Open 
Thread, and Tamil Rogeon Orchestra, amongst others.  
Visit www.melbournejazz.com 
 
Wangaratta Jazz & Blues Festival 
Wangaratta Jazz &amp; Blues Festival will present a four-day program across 
13 local venues over the pre-Cup Day weekend on October 31-November 3. It 
will include the National Jazz Brass Awards, with artists including Emma Pask, 
Speedball, Dale Barlow, Volant, Alexander Beets (USA), Leigh Barker Band, 
Nicki Parrott, Marlene Cummins, and Clayton Doley.  
For more details, go to https://wangarattajazz.com. 

C H R I S  H A L E

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging 
 
Founding Artistic Patron	 the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 	 Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  	 Professor Tony Gould, OA,

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
 
Support the co-op in 2025	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2025 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $75, while 
Silver level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians. 
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a 
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members; 
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway 
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
 
This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music 
Australia and Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body. In 
addition, our “Transitions” series over the 2025/2026 financial year is being 
supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria funding. 

October 
 
Sunday, 5th 
Chris Cody Quartet (Sydney/Melbourne) – CD Launch 
With fourteen CDs of his music (many of European labels), internationally 
renowned Sydney-based pianist and composer Chris Cody is launching 
his latest album, Mountain To Sea, with a combination of Melbourne jazz 
musicians from different backgrounds and generations. While the album 
features saxophonists Tessie Overmeyer and Sandy Evans with bassist Lloyd 
Swanton, this performance will comprise Flora Carbo (alto saxophone), 
Julien Wilson (tenor and soprano saxophones), and Sam Anning (double 
bass), with Chris Cody (piano, compositions). The music they play when 
they come together is organic, intuitive, exciting, and without boundaries. 
The music was conceived as a lyrical response to turbulent times. Playing 
without a drummer adds exciting rhythmic roles to the individual and group 
playing, with everybody enjoying the extra space. The group found some 
highly innovative ways to exploit the various possibilities of piano, saxophone 
and bass. They combine Chris’s compositions with free group and solo 
improvisations to take the listener on a truly exciting and imaginative journey. 
Visit www.chriscody.com 
 
Sunday, 12th 
Christopher Hale Ensemble (Perth/Sydney/Melbourne) – Premiere* 
Christopher Hale has long pursued a uniquely personal approach to bass 
guitar and composition, developing projects with patience and depth. His 
major works are rare but impactful, earning critical praise, enthusiastic 
audiences, and appearances at major international festivals. After winning 
the Freedman Fellowship in 2012, he launched Sylvan Coda—an album and 
live show with flamenco dancer Johnny Tedesco and an 11-piece ensemble. A 
decade later came Ritual Diamonds, a collaboration with Korean drumming 
pioneer Woo Minyoung, performed at MIJF and Japan’s Kanazawa Jazz 
Festival. Now a senior figure in Australian jazz, through his teaching Hale 
has shared his personalised system of hohŭp—a Korean-inspired breathing 
and body movement method for rhythm. For this MJC performance, Hale 
reunites with two Ritual Diamonds partners Sydney’s Simon Barker (drums) 
and Perth’s Jamie Oehlers (saxophone), joined by master pianist and new 
Melbourne local Brett Williams. They will present new original material, with 
Hale’s characteristic combination of vivid melodies and rhythmic mystery. 
“Hale doesn’t deal in surfaces, so much as underlying principles and the various 
ways these may be interlocked.” - John Shand, The Sydney Morning Herald 
 
* This Premiere performance is part of the Transitions Series of 15 new projects 
by both Emerging and established artists, supported by a $20,000 Creative 
Projects Fund grant from Creative Victoria, over the 2025/2026 financial year. 
 
 
Sunday, 19th $52/$59 	 [MJC Series interrupted with the MIJF] 
Speedball (Perth/Melbourne) 
 
Sunday, 26th Sold Out 	 [MJC Series interrupted with the MIJF] 
Bill Frisell Trio (USA) 


