
 
Sunday, 20th 
James O'brien Quintet  
Pianist and composer James O’Brien returns to the MJC following his 
acclaimed debut last year, where his dynamic quintet impressed with a 
compelling program of original music. A standout voice among a new 
generation of Australian jazz artists, O’Brien is a graduate of the prestigious 
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA), and relocated to 
Melbourne in 2023. He has performed with acclaimed ensembles including the 
Australian National Jazz Orchestra Youth Big Band, and features on Daniel 
Susnjar’s WAM Award-winning album The Recipe (2020). Known for his creative, 
forward-thinking approach grounded in jazz tradition, O’Brien’s virtuosic 
playing has been praised for its striking maturity and depth. Among the 
musicians joining him again are tenor saxophonist and long-time collaborator 
Jayden Blockley (a fellow WAAPA alumnus and recent finalist in the 2024 
National Jazz Saxophone Awards), bassist Umar Zakaria and drummer Luke 
Andresen, joined for the first time by guitarist Fran Swinn. Their special 
performance will include his highly anticipated ‘Toward Dawn’ suite (which  
was recorded earlier this year), alongside new and exciting compositions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, 27th 
Holly Moore Quartet + Luke Andresen’s “Data Entry” Album Launch 
Drummer/composer Luke Andresen’s new album Data Entry features 
long-time collaborators Sam Anning (on electric bass) and Bernard Alexander 
(on alto saxophones). Data Entry is both an acknowledgement of the masters 
of the chord-less trio format (sax, bass, and drums) and a ‘love letter’ to more 
contemporary groups with drummer composer/bandleaders. such as the 
Brian Blade Fellowship Band, Happy Apple and Alasnoaxis. Andresen’s 
compositions are specifically tailored to the strengths of his band mates, 
showcasing their improvisational voices and prioritising band dialogue 
	 Support for Data Entry will be the Holly Moore Quartet, in which Moore is 
joined by a powerhouse rhythm section of Brett Williams (piano), Sam Anning 
(double bass) and Luke Andresen (drums). In the last few years, Moore has been 
leading her own projects as well as playing with the Australian Art Orchestra. In 
late 2023 she released her first recording, ‘Reunion’, to high acclaim, followed 
recently by the release of a sextet record, 'FLOOD' (on Namboku Records). Her 
compositions have been described as “majestic” (The Age).  

 

July 
 
 
Sunday, 6th $40 MJC Series is interrupted by this international artist 
Tenderlonious (U.K.)  
22a label boss, flautist, saxophonist, producer and DJ, Ed ‘Tenderlonious’ 
Cawthorne is regarded as one of the leading figures in the London jazz and 
underground music scene. He is the leader of jazz-funk-fusion quartet Ruby 
Rushton, whose 2015 album, Two For Joy, is often credited for inspiring the 
U.K. jazz resurgence. His debut ‘Tenderlonious’ live album, The Shakedown, is 
considered to be one of the classic albums of the modern jazz era.  
 
Sunday, 13th 
DeepJade Duo (Sydney/Melbourne)  
+ Carbonara/Saragossi Premiere/Debut 
This intriguing double bill combines two very different duos (both of which 
feature the vibraphone). Sydney-based Daryl Pratt (vibraphone) and 
Jonathan Dimond (electric bass) enjoy a musical association spanning 
decades. The DeepJade Duo is a new project which showcases their 
virtuosity in a duo setting. In this inaugural concert, they will premiere new 
compositions and re-workings of some of Chick Corea’s renowned 
Children’s Songs, inspired by Corea’s collaboration with vibraphonist Gary 
Burton. DeepJade Duo explore a duologue that features improvisation in a 
conversational manner, and will also perform Dimond’s new suite Songs for 
Children (composed especially for the duo). 
	 Sofia Carbonara and Andrew Saragossi find extremes within, and 
shared timbres between, vibraphone and saxophones. With a passion for 
the unorthodox, Saragossi has established himself as a chameleon with a 
wind instrument - not bound by genre or personal taste. Carbonara is a 
percussionist and performance maker who previously lived in Michigan 
before locating here as the Australian Art Orchestra 23/24 Pathfinder 
Associate Artist, and to pursue graduate research.  
Visit sofiacarbonara.com 
Visit http://www.jonathandimond.com/deepjade_duo.html 
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 July      August

Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted
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Sunday, 17th 
Kade Brown Quartet 
Pianist/composer Kade Brown, from the Far South Coast of N.S.W, has 
become a mainstay of Melbourne’s jazz scene, known for his flair for 
improvisation and versatility in both traditional and contemporary jazz forms. 
After returning from Berlin, where he was based while touring extensively 
throughout Europe in 2023 and 2024, Kade has been composing and 
performing new music for quartet ahead of recording a new album. Since first 
forming the band with saxophonist Julien Wilson in 2015, the band has taken 
many shapes and forms, but always with a focus on the Australian jazz 
sound, inspired by artists such as Bernie McGann, Allan Browne, Andrea 
Keller and Mike Nock. Kade and Julien Wilson (tenor saxophone) will be joined 
by Sam Anning (double bass) and Felix Bloxsom (drums).  
 
Sunday, 24th 
Enki Debut * 
Saxophonist and composer Omid Shayan has performed with his projects 
(such as Shayan) for the MJC over recent years. This performance debuts a 
new project, Enki, which is a unique trio of electronic violin, saxophone and 
percussion that blends jazz and electronic field recordings. The ensemble will 
perform a suite of new music fusing live performance with the sounds of 
distinctive community spaces from the local area. Enki features Jackson 
Fumberger (electric violin, loops and pedals), Omid Shayan (tenor saxophone 
and electronics), and Mandy Goldsworthy (drumkit and loops) 
 
Sunday, 31st 
Flora Carbo’s ‘Arthur’s Walks’ Debut * 
Flora Carbo is a saxophonist, composer and music leader from Naarm 
(Melbourne). Her unique practice creates novel musical environments that 
connect people through improvisation, composition and conceptual works, 
led by her explorations into the vocal qualities of the alto saxophone. 
Released as an EP in 2022, saxophonist Flora Carbo’s ‘Arthur’s Walks’ is an 
exploration in groove, melody, tension and release through the lens of 
walking. Comprising Flora Carbo (saxophone), Helen Svoboda (double bass), 
Kyle Muir (guitar) and Ollie Cox (drums). 
 
 

September  
 
Sunday, 7th 
Katarzyna Wiktorski Quintet * 
Katarzyna Wiktorski (piano/compositions) leads her quintet with Erica Tucceri 
(flutes); Flora Carbo (alto saxophone); Madison James Smith (electric bass); 
and, Hannes Lackmann (drums). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* ”Transitions” series performances 

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging 
 
Founding Artistic Patron	 the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 	 Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  	 Professor Tony Gould, OA,

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

Jazz News 
 
MJC & SIMA Successful With Federal Funding Results  
The latest round of Creative Australia (formerly Australia Council) grants 
results saw the MJC successful in our application for funding support, with 
$81,160 for our 2026 Annual Program (incorporating the Transitions series of 
15 new projects, plus support for the 2026 Melbourne Women’s International 
Jazz Festival). SIMA has received Federal funding of $120,000 through Music 
Australia’s inaugural CORE Contribution Funding category. 
 
 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2025	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2025 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $75, while 
Silver level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians. 
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a 
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members; 
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway 
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
 
This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music 
Australia and Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body. In 
addition, our “Transitions” series over the 2025/2026 financial year is being 
supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria funding. 

August 
 
 
Sunday, 3rd 
Dean Kalaitzidis Quartet Premiere 
Dean Kalaitzidis is an emerging Melbourne/Naarm saxophonist and composer 
who takes inspiration directly from the icons of contemporary Australian Jazz, 
coming from the sounds and compositional styles of such greats as Julien 
Wilson, Bernie McGann, Andrea Keller, Barney McAll, and Allan Browne, 
amongst others. A graduate of the Melbourne Conservatorium, last year he 
released a highly ambitious and well-received double LP album, Slatland, 
featuring an octet (which including violin and cello). For this performance he 
premieres a new quartet, comprising Andrea Keller (piano and Keys), Sam 
Anning (double bass), and Dylan Van Der Schyff (drums). 
 
Sunday, 10th 
Abi Lee’s Beyond, Below, And Above Premiere* 
Naarm/Melbourne-based pianist Abi Lee’s Beyond, Below, and Above is a 
project with the core idea; “sound is primacy over the pre-written material.” 
Using the traditional aspects of compositions as a springboard for 
improvisation, the ensemble explores possibilities in keeping the core part of 
the pre-written materials whilst having full freedom in creativity and 
individuality. Lee’s originals combine materials from traditional jazz-
influenced compositions with musical games, conduction, words, and 
prompts for ensemble improvisation with influences of Anthony Braxton, Kris 
Davis, Alister Spence, and Ran Blake. Focusing on the sound and its 
movement within Lee’s compositions, the ensemble attempts to answer the 
question, “How much does a pre-written material limit and/or expand 
creativity?” Comprising Julien Wilson (tenor saxophone), Abi Lee (piano),  
and Dylan van der Schyff (drums).  
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