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MELBOURNE JAZZ CO-OPERATIVE

Sundays 7:30PM-10:00PM at The Jazzlab
27 Leslie St. Brunswick - off Victoria St.
$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted
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March

Sunday 2nd

Wayfinders Trio Debut
Wayfinders is a project conceived by Melbourne drummer/composer Ronny
Ferella as an improvising trio with Jon Hunt (woodwinds) and Tom Lee (double

bass) that allows all of the player’s musical experiences to influence the music at

hand. The name Wayfinders was inspired by the Wade Davis, Massey Lecture
series, Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the Modern World. Completely acoustic
and committed to an improvising ethos, the group leans to the ritual of
ceremonial music, where everyone involved has the opportunity to experience
something completely personal and unique, yet share the experience with all.
Their album, Left Hand Path, is available on Bandcamp.

Watch Wayfinders on YouTube here.

Sunday 9th (MJC partially-supported performance)

Darcy Gilkerson Debut/Album Lauch

An exciting new talent, cellist and composer Darcy Gilkerson is releasing

his debut album Acteon. The album is the culmination of a long period of
experimentation and exploration in coupling together classical
compositional techniques and jazz improvisation, inspired by composers
such as Nat Bartsch, Linda Oh and Luke Howard. At its strongest, the
ensemble comprises both a string quartet and a jazz piano trio, as well as

a tenor saxophone and guitar. By playing with different textures within this
instrumental configuration, Darcy’s music focuses on simple ideas that are
expanded and stretched into broadly layered multi-faceted conversations
between multiple artists. As a queer composer and performer, Darcy's music
explores themes of self-discovery, empowerment, trans love and the
ever-present ebb and flow between pain and joy. Personnel comprises Matt
Steele (piano), Dan Waddingham (guitar), Hector Harley (tenor sax), Monty
Shnier (double bass), and Ollie Cox (drums), Rebecca Shirley (violin), Chloe
Sanger (violin), Eugenie Lyons (viola) and Darcy Gilkerson (cello).

Sunday, loth $50 (MJC Series interrupted)

Ganavya (usa) - Seld out

Described by Wall Street Journal as “among modern music’s most
compelling vocalists,” New York-born, Tamil Nadu-raised singer and
transdisciplinarian GANAVYA makes her debut Australian tour, in
support of her ambitious new album, Daughter of a Temple
(released by Nils Frahm’s label, LEITER)

Sunday 23rd

Danilo Rojas Quintet + Guests Album Launch

Expatriate Bolivian pianist and composer Danilo Rojas, regarded as one of
Bolivia’s most important jazz musicians, is currently based in Melbourne. He
launches his first album made here, Cueca, recorded with both Australian
and Bolivian musicians. This album explores the transition from tradition to
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innovation in the Bolivian Cueca, blending its traditional elements with
jazz-based improvisational studies to create new compositions. The Cueca
is a rich expression of Latin American culture, encompassing dance, poetry,
and music. The album features an outstanding line-up comprising Al Kerr
(drums), Mirko Guerrini (saxophones), Emiliano Beltzer (bass), and Salvador
Pérsico (percussion), with special guests Anthony Schulz (accordion) and
Claudia Aparicio (improvisational dancer). Danilo is also the son of the
acclaimed Gilberto Rojas, a celebrated composer of 20th-century Bolivian
popular music. In 2014, Danilo was awarded the National Culture Prize “Nilo
Soruco” in Bolivia and was honoured by the Bolivian Parliament in 2009 for
his remarkable 22-year career.

Sunday 30th (MJC Series interrupted) $60/$55 con.
Reginald Mobley (usa) & Paul Grabowsky: Because
Grammy-nominated American countertenor Reginald Mobley is lauded by
critics and audiences as one of the finest singers of baroque, classical and
modern repertoire. In a true meeting of musical minds, Mobley and
award-winning pianist Paul Grabowsky, AO, unite to present Mobley’s
latest, much-feted alboum, Because. The album celebrates spiritual and
gospel traditions, alongside music of black composers such as Florence
Price and Harry Burleigh.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKIAL9QZnjo  


April

Sunday 6th

Niran Dasika Trio

Niran Dasika's new album'Life Forms' features local legends Andrea Keller
(piano) and Helen Svoboda (double bass) playing Niran's minimalist,
contemplative compositions.'Life Forms' explores Niran's fascination with
storytelling, space, and the trio's shared love of extended technique.
Melbourne-based trumpeter Niran Dasika has established himself as a
prominent figure in the jazz and improvisational music scenes in Australia
and Japan. His accolades include the 2019 APRA AMCOS Professional
Development Award and the 2019 Young Australian Jazz Artist of the Year,
after a notable 2nd place at the 2017 National Jazz Brass Awards. His recent
works, including"Kiri" with Sumire Kuribayashi and solo ventures into
electronic music like "Endless Spring, Infinite Summer" and "Assorted Drone
Music Vol. 1-3", showcase his evolving artistic journey.

Sunday 13th

Jamie Oehlers (perth) with Jodrell/Anning/Bloxsom Debut
Perth-based Jamie Oehlers is recognised as one of Australia’s leading jazz
artists, solidified by his win at the World Saxophone Competition in 2003.
Having debuted this ensemble with a slightly varied line-up (with Perth
drummer Ben Vanderwal) last year, this group will play original
compositions by Oehlers that capture his fascination for the chordless
approach - think ‘Ornette Coleman meets Paul Motian and Charlie Haden’.
Collaborating with Oehlers (tenor saxophone) on this improvised journey
are three of Australia’s finest talents in Mat Jodrell (trumpet), Sam Anning
(double bass) and Felix Bloxsom (drums).

Sunday 20th
Nick Haywood Quartet Premiere

Nick Haywood has been at the forefront of jazz and improvised music in
Melbourne and then Hobart for almost 40 years (including a long association
with the late Allan Browne) and has constantly searched for new pathways for
self-expression and musical dialogue. In recent years he has divided his time
between Melbourne and Prague, in the Czech Republic, where he has been
developing new repertoire and approaches to improvisation. This new quartet
brings together four musicians from four generations in bassist Nick Haywood,
pianist Tony Gould, drummer Kyrie Anderson, and trumpeter Eugene Ball—each
with their own distinct approach to making music. With a deep respect for the
tradition and a playful curiosity for where it can go next, their sound is all about
conversation, spontaneity, and connection. There’s no agenda here—just four
musicians coming together to explore, listen, and respond in the moment. They
bring warmth, energy, and a sense of adventure to everything they play.

Sunday 27th
Monty Shnier Sextet Debut

A longtime composer and now bandleader for several years, Shnier 's
compositions highlight the skill and voices of the improvisers he works
with, whilst his melodies evoke the lyricism and drama of folk, jazz and
classical music in equal measure. As the recipient of an ABC Composer
Commission, he recorded his debut album, 'where the Blackwood's grow',
released digitally in 2022 through ABC Jazz. He has expanded from quintet
to a sextet format, which features some of the most impressive emerging
talents on the local scene, with Ashley Ballat (trumpet), Holly Moore

(alto saxophone), Hector Harley (tenor saxophone), James Bowers
(piano), Jasper Bruten (drums), and Monty Shnier (double bass).

'a strikingly gifted young bassist and composer'

- Jessica Nicholas’ review, The Age, 2023

May

Sunday 4th 3pm

australYSIS Duo: Roger Dean & Sandy Evans (sydney) - Debut
The distinguished Sydney duo of Roger Dean (piano, computer, electronics)

and Sandy Evans (soprano & tenor saxophones) perform in the duo format,

as documented in their album, Dualling (on the Earshift label).

'Dean is a trail-blazer' - John Shand, The Sydney Morning Herald

Sunday 4th, 7.30pm (MJC partially-supported performance)
Woolgathering bebut

Directed by 25 year old saxophonist and composer Thomas Coleman Bell, this
eleven-piece band experiments with dense harmony and rhythmic complexity in
Bell’s originals. The ensemble comprises eleven highly promising young artists
with Ava McDermott (vocals); Yael Zamir (flute); Brandon Bartholomeusz (alto
saxophone); Elly Blackham & Thomas Coleman Bell (woodwinds); James
Morrissey (bass clarinet); Christopher Rozakeas (trombone); Jarrod Hunter
(guitar); Adam Davidson (piano); Jack Smythe (bass); and, Paddy Walter (drums)

Ar()und Contemporary
erformances outside
Th@ SC@H@ tphe M.J.C. program

Thursday March 6
Shabaka Hutchings (uk)
Northcote Theatre

Saturday March 8

“Ane Ta Abia”: A.A.O. with the Tatana Village Choir
Playhouse Theatre, Arts Centre

Jazz News

Vale

Over recent months, the Australian contemporary jazz scene has seen the
passing of elder statesmen saxophonist Bob Bertles and pianist Chuck Yates
in Sydney, with trumpeter Bob Venier in Melbourne, as well as the premature
passing of violinist and composer John Rodgers in Brisbane.

Membershijps &
Acknowledgements

Support the co-op in 2025

M.J.C. Associate Membership

MJC Membership for 2025 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $75, while
Silver level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians.
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members;
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details

Sign Up To Our E-News

Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music
Australia and Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body.

A

g i i
e Music ‘%‘ Creative
Australia Australio
Ninirakaa § anormmene niralaa {anomment

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging

Founding Artistic Patron
OA Artistic Patrons
MJC Chairperson

the late Brian Brown,
Mike Nock, ONZM,
Professor Tony Gould, OA,
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