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MELBOURNE JAZZ CO-OPERATIVE

January
Februa

Sundays 7:30PM-10:00PM at The Jazzlab

27 Leslie St. Brunswick - off Victoria St.

$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted

Tony Gould
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Sunday, 12th
Daniel Gassin Trio & Guests (Paris/Melbourne)
Third-place in the 2013 National Jazz Piano Award and a semi-finalist at the
Bosendorfer Jazz Solo Piano Competition at the 2007 Montreux Jazz
Festival, Australian/French pianist and composer Daniel Gassin is on a brief
visit from Paris, where he has been based for the last decade. He has
performed with many leading French jazz musicians, as well as visiting U.S.
artists Dave Liebman, George Garzone, and Bob Sheppard. Following his
successful Melbourne International Jazz Festival performance with his
Crossover Band, on this performance he will perform in a trio setting with
Ben Robertson (bass) and Aaron McCoullough (drums) in the first set,
before adding special guests Remco Keijzer (tenor saxophone) and Craig
Simon (drums) in the second set.

Sunday, 19th.

Callum G'froerer Quintet - Debut

Callum G’Froerer is a trumpet player active across many genres including jazz,
electro-acoustic composition, and long-duration installation works. His quartet,
featuring Joe O’Connor (piano), Sam Anning (bass), and James Mclean
(drumkit), debuted at MJC in late 2023 and will be expanded into a quintet with
special guest Flora Carbo (alto saxophone) to launch his latest album. This
highly interactive quintet experiments with space, moving between long-form
meditative episodes to intricate harmonically forms for group improvisation.
G’Froerer has been a member of the Bennetts Lane Big Band, Johannes
Luebbers Dectet, Australian Art Orchestra, and Jeremy Rose's Earshift
Orchestra. He has released two albums as a leader: 2013’s City Speaks and
2015’s Space Available, and was long-listed for the 2014 Freedman Jazz
Fellowship. He is a member of the Phonetic Orchestra, which won the 2021 Art
Music Award for Performance of the Year (Jazz/Improvised Music).
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Sunday, 26th $35/$25 con.

Mike Nock-Stephen Magnusson-Julien Wilson (Sydney/Melbourne)
At 84, Sydney-based pianist/composer Mike Nock is simply a legend of
Australasian jazz, with an international profile based on a 25-year career in
the U.S.A., and recordings with artists such as Michael Brecker and Yusef
Lateef, on international labels such as ECM. The recent recipient of the NZ
Music Hall of Fame, together with the 2009 ‘Bell’ Australian Jazz Awards
‘Hall of Fame’ award, he is not one to rest on his laurels. A wonderful
example is this bass-less and drummer-less project with two acclaimed
Melbourne musicians: tenor saxophonist Julien Wilson and guitarist Steve
Magnusson. With Nock on piano and keyboards, they first produced
memorable concerts of spontaneous and creative music making as part of
the 2013 Wangaratta Festival, and since then have earned critical acclaim
for concerts in Sydney, Melbourne and Mildura, as well as recording for
ABC Jazz. This a rare opportunity to hear these master improvisers in an
intimate setting.

“Nock is 82, and his mastery as a composer and pianist, his desire to make
each note count, remain as palpable as ever. To watch him is to witness
boundless creativity unfolding moment by moment, whether he is taking a
solo or engaging in joyful musical conversations with his colleagues”

- % % % K. Review by Jessica Nicholas, The Age, May 30, 2023

“Nock made the music both magical and exhilarating”.

- John Shand, The Sydney Morning Herald, December 14, 2014

February

Sunday. 2nd 3pm

Tony Gould’s 85th Birthday Celebration

This special concert is a celebration of the 85th birthday - and ongoing
career - of the highly regarded pianist/composer/educator Dr. Tony Gould.
Gould is possibly the most ‘formally’ recognised figure to work in the
Australian jazz scene (although he refers to his music as "post-jazz"), with an
Australia Council Fellowship, the Don Banks Fellowship in 2009 (as well as
an Order of Australia), plus the 2011 Australian Jazz Award “Hall of Fame”.
For this occasion, he is joined by Sam Anning (double bass) and Joseph
Batrouney (drums) to play two sets with different combinations of guests,
who include Angela Davis (alto saxophone) and Carl Mackey (tenor
saxophone), as well as the masterful guitarist Stephen Magnusson, and
some special guests

Sunday. 2nd 7:30pm

Carl Dewhurst Trio (Sydney) - CD Launch/Debut

Carl Dewhurst has spent years honing his craft as a creative musician and is
widely regarded as one of Australia’s leading jazz and improvising guitarists,
and currently co- leads Showa 44 with drummer Simon Barker. His current trio
features bassist and composer Cameron Undy, alongside drummer Alex
Inman-Hislop. Dewhurst has recorded over a dozen albums of his own work
and as a collaborator with a diverse range of renowned artists including Bae
Il Dong, Sandy Evans, Stu Hunter, Bernie McGann, Phil Slater, and Scott



Tinkler. A former member of the Australian Art Orchestra, he has also lived and
performed in London, New York, and Amsterdam. Dewhurst’s latest album,
Avicennia, features his trio with special guest, New York-based saxophonist
Lisa Parrott. Inspired by wanderings through Sydney’s inner west, the album
blends elements of jazz, roots, improvisation, and polyrhythm.

Sunday, 9th

Stephen Magnusson’s Stoz

Guitarist/composer Stephen Magnusson is one of the most versatile and
distinctive musicians in Australia. He will be performing with his STOZ trio,
featuring bassist Sam Anning, and longtime collaborator, the highly
respected drummer, Dave Beck. After spending much of the 1990s teaching
in Switzerland, Magnusson returned to Australia and was co-winner (with
James Muller) of the 2000 National Jazz Guitar Award at Wangaratta. In
2013 he received the $30,000 Melbourne Music Prize, and won the 2013 ‘Bell’
Australian Jazz Award for Contemporary Jazz Album of the Year for Magnet.
He was a member of Archie Roach’s band until his passing. Dave Beck’s
impressive C.V. features credits with artists including U.S. saxophonist Ricky
Ford, Joe Chindamo Trio, Jamie Oehlers, and Paul Grabowsky, while Sam
Anning is an in-demand player and bandleader. Visit www.mag.net.au
“Magnusson is an artist with nothing to prove but much to say”

- All About Jazz, USA

Sunday, 16th

Anton Delecca Quintet

Tenor saxophonist Anton Delecca’s music is soulful and passionate, drawing
from a diverse range of influences including folk, gospel, spiritual jazz, 70s
acid fusion and music from the current NYC jazz scene. The rhythm section
features three of Delecca’s long term collaborators, all leading jozz
musicians in their own right, Darrin Archer - piano, Danny Fischer - drums
and Tom Lee - bass. Rising star Bernard Alexander will be joining them on
alto saxophone. Delecca was based in New York from 2017-19 where he
recorded his last album, ‘The Offering’. It features international rising star
and Blue Note recording artist, alto saxophonist Immanuel Wilkins and is
released on Earshift Music. The repertoire will consist of music from that
album, along with new compositions and arrangements by Delecca. Visit
https://antondelecca.com

Sunday, 23rd

Umar Zakaria Quartet - Premiere

NZ bassist Umar Zakaria is a recent arrival in the Melbourne jazz scene. A student
of legendary jazz bassists Cecil McBee, Lynn Seaton, and Paul Dyne, Umar won
the runner-up prize at the BASS2014 International Jazz Bass Competition and was
one of three bassists selected worldwide to participate in the Betty Carter Jazz
Ahead programme for performer-composers at the Kennedy Center in
Washington, DC. In 2018 he was named Best Jazz Artist by Recorded Music New
Zealand for his debut album, Fearless Music. Influenced by the musical traditions
of his Singaporean Malay heritage, he was featured on the ground-breaking
album Gelombunk by Malay percussion virtuoso Riduan Zalani. His compositions

have been performed by the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra and the Royal
New Zealand Ballet, while his Sun Song Suites headlined the 2020 Wellington
Jazz Festival. In 2024 Umar has performed at the Nha Trang Jazz Festival in
Vietnam and Tauranga Jazz Festival in NZ, presented his own music at the
Wellington Jazz Festival in NZ, and the Jazz in July Festival in Singapore, and
released his second album, Family Music. Performing with Julien Wilson (tenor
sax), Russell Tay (piano) and Dominic Stitt (drums), he will introduce some of his
original music from his albums and preview some of the upcoming projects. Visit :
https://umarzakaria.bandcamp.com/album/family-music

March

Sunday, 2nd

Woayfinders Trio - Debut

Wayfinders is an improvising trio project conceived by drummer/composer
Ronny Ferella, with Jon Hunt (woodwinds) and Tom Lee (bass), that allows
all of the player’s musical experiences to influence the music at hand.

T
Jazz News

2025 M.J.C Annual Program Funded By

Music Australia & Creative Australia

The MJC was informed on November 29 that it was successful with its funding
application to Creative Australia for $75,369.55 support for the MJC Concert
Series of New Work by Australian creative improvisers, plus 2024 & 2025

Umar Zakaria

MWIJF components (based on a 13 month program, from December 1, 2024
through to December 30, 2025). This grant was made in conjunction with
Music Australia’s financial contribution to the funding pool. This successful
application follows 5 consecutive unsuccessful ones since a $40,000 grant
for the 2021/2022 financial year.

Over 2023 and 2024 the MJC has operated its Annual Program without
neither Federal nor State funding support (relying on our capital reserves and
Box Office income to guarantee artists a significantly reduced minimum fee,
which also reducing staff salary).

To date, Creative Victoria has not announced any funding rounds for 2025 (and
there was only a 4% success rate with its last Creative Project Funding round).
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Memberships &
Acknowledgements

Support the co-op in 2025

M.J.C. Associate Membership

MJC Membership for 2024 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $75, while
Silver level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians.
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members;
special member deals on selected events; and, the occasional giveaway
through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@
gmail.com or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details

Sign Up To Our E-News

Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a
fortnight with the latest gigs, aloums and giveaways. Sign-up online at
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Music
Australia and Creative Australia, its arts funding and advisory body.
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This event will take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging

the late Brian Brown, OA
Artistic Patron Mike Nock, ONZM

MJC Chairperson Tony Gould, AM
Creative Programming Director Martin Jackson

Founding Artistic Patron
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