
 
 
Sunday, 17th.  
Patrick Britton Trio (The Netherlands) - Debut 
After finishing up an Honours study in arranging and composition at the 
University of Melbourne in 2022, pianist and arranger Patrick Britton 
moved to the Netherlands to further study composition in a Masters 
degree. Travelling through Europe and visiting New York a few times has 
had a massive impact on his musical output, and he has regularly sat in 
on the WDR big band rehearsals, meeting and listening to performers and 
arrangers such as Aaron Parks, Christian Elsasser, Jim McNeely, Bob 
Mintzer, Vince Mendoza, and others. On this visit, old friends Ben Cooke 
(bass) and Matt Dooley (drums) join him to experiment with his tunes. His 
music is organised, and thoughtful. Each note pays tribute to the one 
before, and the one after - each piece armed with a concept to deliver to 
the audience. 
 
Sunday, 24th 
Crociani-Guerrini-Magnusson: Tripudiis Sonis Variis - Debut 
Tripudiis Sonis Variis (A Jubilation of Sounds) explores the myriad ways in 
which the rich legacy of Baroque music resonates in the present, not as a 
static relic, but as a living dialogue with the ever-evolving language of jazz. 
Ilaria Crociani (voice), Mirko Guerrini (piano, tenor saxophone, duduk, 
ethnic flutes, harmonium) and Stephen Magnusson (guitars) unravel the 
delicate threads of Strozzi, Monteverdi, Scarlatti, Carissimi, and Purcell and 
Dowland reimagining their timeless works through the lens of improvisation. 
Here, music transcends its historical form, as the boundaries between 
genres, eras, and identities dissolve. This is not merely a revival of Baroque 
beauty but an exploration of its lasting resonance—a fluid interplay 
between tradition and innovation, where the ancient and the contemporary 
merge, revealing the enduring pulse of creativity. In this concert, history 
does not stand still; it moves with us, evolves with us, and in the blur of past 
and present, we glimpse the timeless heart of music.  

November 
 
Sunday, 3rd 
Abi Lee Trio & Mosaic (Sydney) - Debut 
Mosaic is a vibrant 10-piece contemporary jazz ensemble rapidly emerging 
as an exciting force in the Sydney Jazz scene. Mosaic focus on performing 
and premiering all new bespoke compositions written for the band by 
Australian composers under 25, culminating in a uniquely youthful and 
energetic sound. Mosaic have held a year-long residency at Foundry616, as 
well as played jazz festivals across NSW and coming from their appearance 
at the Wangaratta Jazz Festival. They will be launching their debut album 
WHERE WE ARE NOW – a collection of original large ensemble works that 
display a cross section of Sydney’s growing jazz and composition scene, 
that is available on Bandcamp:  mosaicjazz.bandcamp.com Mosaic will be 
performing compositions by local Naarm composers including Christopher 
Rozakeas, and will be supported by the Abi Lee Trio. 
 
Sunday, 10th 
Joshua Manu - EP Launch/Debut 
After years of performing as a sideman for a wide range of artists, bassist/
composer Josh Manu will be presenting his debut as bandleader after 
completing his Honours at the University of Melbourne in 2023. His 
collection of songs is an exploration of the opportunities afforded to 
musicians through modal jazz, both in improvisation and composition. 
Please join him alongside musicians Julien Wilson (tenor saxophone), 
Daniel Waddingham (guitar), James Bowers (piano), and Luke Andresen  
(drums) as they present Josh Manu’s self-titled debut EP, Manu. 
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Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted

November 
December
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http://mosaicjazz.bandcamp.com/
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16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

December Cont. 
alto saxophones) and Dylan van der Schyff (drum kit & percussion). She 
blends extended techniques and unconventional ways of playing with 
semi-composed pieces, creating immersive, exploratory soundscapes 
driven by improvisation. RENEW is a collaboration between Melbourne 
Amplified Strings and Louisa Rankin Trio to debut their exciting new 
collaboration, Renew, to close this year’s MWIJF. Featuring Louisa Rankin 
(vocals), Xani Kolac (violin), Anita Quayle (cello), Fran Swinn (electric 
guitar), and Sam Anning (double bass), they’re unlocking the vault to 
breathe new life into past works, reimagining them with inimitable vitality 
for this ensemble line-up. 
 
Sunday, 22nd (MJC Program suspended) 
AURUS (Reunion Island) 
With his shamanic appearance and emblematic headdress, AURUS has 
established himself as a true musical and visual UFO. His debut album, 
Chimera, was born as an almost dizzying power of returning to oneself, a 
profound questioning of his relationship to the world, to others, and to 
society. Bastien Picot (lead, vocals), with Samuel Smith (bass, guitar, 
electronic pad) and Dimitri Domagala (drums).  
Website: https://aurusmusic.com/ 
 
 

2025 MJC Program 
 
Sunday, January 12th 
Jamie Pregnell Quartet – CD Launch 
Hobart guitarist Jamie Pregnell launches his second album, All Ears, with 
Julien Wilson (saxophone), Sam Anning (bass) and Perth-based Ben 
VanderWal (drums) performing his originals. 
 
 

Around  
The Scene 
 
2024 Melbourne Women's International Jazz Festival 
Founded by the Melbourne Jazz Co-operative in 1997, this year marks the 
26th . year of the Festival (having not run in 2008 and 2011 due to lack of 
funding). Curated by Sonja Horbelt, it will be staged over December 8-15  
at The Jazzlab, plus a free-entry symposium on improvisation at MCM with 
a panel of artists. Featuring Lucy Clifford (Syd) CD Launch, Andrea 
Keller Transients Vols. 3&amp;4 CD Launch, naked raven, Strange Attractors: 
Jess Green (Syd) &amp; Dylan van der Schyff , Coco’s Lunch Monash 
sessions project, Holly Moore Sextet CD Launch; Abi Lee Trio; Mia Barham 
Quintet; MAS x Louisa Rankin Trio; Genevieve Kuner Trio; Kennedy Snow  
CD launch, Little Big Band directed by Angela Davis, Monash University 
Sounding Change featuring Nat Bartsch, a performance and composition 
workshop, and a panel on Equity in Tertiary Jazz Education plus the  
GDJ Student concert. 

 

Jazz News 
 
MJC Funding For 2025? 
While the MJC received $20,000 from Creative Victoria for its 40 th . 
Anniversary Concert at the M.R.C., it was unsuccessful with several funding 
applications to both Creative Australia (formerly the Australia Council) and 
Creative Victoria for our 2023 and 2024 Annual Programs (which have 
operated on our capital reserves and significantly reduced artist fees). 
The MJC is now awaiting the results of our applications to both Creative 
Australia and Creative Victoria for 2025 funding. If unsuccessful with both 
applications, the MJC will be forced to undertake a Crowdfunding 
campaign in the new year. 
 
 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2024	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2025 is available is three tiers: Gold level is $75; Silver 
level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians (plus a 
special Student rate). Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC 
performance by a Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances 
for Gold members; special member deals on selected events, and occasional 
giveaways through the e-newsletter. Visit our website for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
 
Thanks to the MJC's Patron, Members & Supporters 
Foremost, the MJC wishes to thank Michael Tortoni and Ramona (as well as 
Jeremy Jankie) at The Jazzlab for hosting our weekly performances on 
Sunday nights; Sonja Horbelt of the Melbourne Women’s International Jazz 
Festival, and Hadley Agrez at the MIJF. Finally, thank you to all our Members 
and the audience participants who keep music live in Melbourne, as well as 
the musicians who continue to perform and create new work for token 
financial rewards and scant recognition.

Contemporary 
performances outside 
the M.J.C. program

 

December 
 
Sunday, 1st 
Dur-é Dara/Ren Walters/Adrian Sherriff 
/Scott Mcconnachie - 70th Birthday  
Although these musicians have known each other for many years, they are 
coming together as a quartet for the first time to perform music shaped by 
their relation, environment and context.  We hope you can find your way to 
attend and thus contribute to an energetic celebration of gathering for the 
joy of creativity (and to mark Walters’ 70th birthday, after decades as a 
creative force, teacher and mentor on the Melbourne scene). Dur-é Dara 
(percussion), Ren Walters (guitar), Adrian Sherriff (trombone, electronics, 
percussion, etc.) and Scott McConnachie (saxophones) 
 
Sunday, 8th $30/$20 MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF 
Abi Lee Trio & Mia Barham Quintet                                                                                                 
Emerging saxophonist and flautist Mia Barham leads a quintet of some of 
Melbourne's most exciting young musicians to perform a collection of lyrical 
original music, featuring lush weaving melodies and improvisations. Taking 
inspiration from artists such as Andrea Keller and Angela Davis, the group 
has developed an unique sound through two albums. Her music is honest 
and warm, ‘wearing her heart on her sleeve’ in every performance. Mia 
Barham (alto saxophone and flute); Dean Kalait (tenor saxophone); Pat 
Jaffe (piano); Claire Abougelis (bass) and Quinn Knight (drums). 
Visit  https://www.mia-barham.com   
	 Abi Lee is an emerging pianist, composer, and improviser who tells 
intimate stories through real-time improvisation, with percussive and 
distinctive voice in a trio setting, collaborating with Jack Smythe (double 
bass) and Alex Siderov (drums). Visit https://www.abi-lee.com/ 
 
Wednesday, 11th MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF in 
conjunction with the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music 
MWIJF Little Big Band (directed by Angela Davis)  
& Holly Moore Sextet – CD Launch 
Saxophonist and composer Holly Moore’s debut album, Flood, was written 
as a commission for the MIJF as the 2020 Take Note recipient.   Through a 
series of ballads and anthems, “Flood” is an open, honest, and generous 
expression of Moore’s lived experience as an Australian improviser and 
female musician. She is joined by Paul Cornelius (tenor saxophone); Niran 
Dasika (trumpet); Kade Brown (piano); Robbie Finch (double bass) 
and Luke Andresen (drums). Visit https://www.hollymooremusic.com 
	 There will be an opening set by Little big band, directed by Angela 
Davis, featuring Tertiary students from Monash University, Melbourne 
Polytechnic, and the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, playing the 
music of Australian composers as well as classic big band arrangements. 
 
Sunday, 15th MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF 
Genevieve Kuner Trio  
& Renew: MAS X Louisa Rankin Trio - Premiere 
Saxophonist/composer Gen Kuner previews material from her forthcoming 
debut CD with her Trio, comprising Andrew Saragossi (soprano & 

https://aurusmusic.com/
https://www.mia-barham.com
https://www.hollymooremusic.com/

