
his new album ‘The Offering’. The album features international rising star and 
Blue Note recording artist, alto saxophonist Immanuel Wilkins and is released 
on Earshift Music. The repertoire will consist of music from the new album along 
with new compositions and arrangements by Delecca.  
Visit https://antondelecca.com  |  Watch: https://youtu.be/tC18xPYFaaoI 
 
 
Sunday, 24th 
Number Junky (Perth) Debut 
Expatriate Danish guitarist Kristian Borring moved to Perth to teach at WAAPA 
following an impressive career in the UK and Europe. After graduating from 
Guildhall School of Music in London (2006), he cemented his name on the UK 
scene a leader and sideman alike with multiple albums, and performances with 
artists such as Archie Shepp, Bruno Heinen, and Tommaso Starace, a.o. His trio, 
Number Junky, with Zac Grafton (double bass), and Peter Evans (drums) 
combines exciting rhythms and odd-time signatures while retaining a focus on 
lyrical melodies and lush harmony. They play contemporary original jazz and 
re-workings of standards.  Borring has been described as a “post-bop wizard” 
(Vintage Guitars), while his rhythm team is “hip and capable” (Ivan Rod). 
Number Junky has performed and recorded with American/Cuban pianist 
Fabian Almazan and British saxophonist Will Vinson. They released their 
critically acclaimed album Earth Matters on Coolit! Records in 2022.  
Visit: www.kristianborring.com 
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3wghU19KsMe0qOB5jBgTIA 
Tour supported by The Department of Local Government, Sport & Cultural 
Industries (WA) 
 
 
Sunday, 31st 
Francesca Naibo (Italy) Theo Carbo + Rabid Hawk 
Guitar virtuoso Nash Lee moved to Melbourne from Byron Bay with Twelve 
Tone Diamonds around two decades ago, making a memorable impact with 
that band, other ensembles such as Murphy’s Law and Shannon Barnett 
Quartet, and his own groups (such as Rabid Hawk and Dressage). He was 
also a finalist in the National Guitar Jazz Awards at the 2007 Wangaratta 
Festival. After a break from performing, Lee made a welcome return to the jazz 
scene in recent years, demonstrating that he is remains a creative soloist. In 
Rabid Hawk he combines with Julien Wilson (tenor saxophone), Charlie Rank 
(bass) and Sam Bates (drums) to perform Lee’s originals. The second set 
presents the Australian debut of adventurous Italian guitarist Francesca 
Naibo performing a duo set with exploratory guitarist Theo Carbo. A 
graduate in classical guitar and free improvisation, based in Milan, Naibo is 
focused on exploring sound in the divergent yet sonically similar fields of free 
improvisation, contemporary music and classical repertoire. She’s 
particularly interested in using both the acoustic and the electric nature of 
her instrument, adventuring from roaring drones till microscopic vibrations. 
She has recorded on several albums, her latest being “So Much Time”.   
Watch Live in Padua https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSRugCwfdF8 
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Sunday, 3rd 
Jordan Tarento Sextet CD launch 
‘Lattices’ is Jordan Tarento’s debut offering as composer and bandleader, named 
after the dense, layered orchestration approach used in this collection of 8 
original pieces. Detailed and intricate, these compositions blend elements of jazz, 
funk, chamber music, cinematic influences, Brazilian and Afro-Cuban music, and 
tie it all together with densely orchestrated harmony, tight, polyrhythmic grooves 
and soaring melodies. Recorded in late 2022 after debuting for the MJC in May 
2021, Tarento brings together a 6-piece ensemble to launch the album (released 
on the Earshift Music label). Awarded 3rd place at the 2023 National Jazz Bass 
Awards at the 2023 Wangaratta Festival, Tarento performs an eclectic variety of 
contemporary, jazz and improvised music, with artists such as Phil Turcio’s 
‘Oddities Trio’, the Darryn Farrugia Project, and 11-piece salsa band ‘La 
Influencia’. Tarento (double bass, bass guitars) is joined by Darrin Archer (piano, 
keyboards), Zela Papageorgiou (marimba, glockenspiel, percussion), Darryn 
Farrugia (drums), Stella Anning (guitar) and Hugh Stuckey (guitar). 
 
 
Sunday, 10th 
Julio & The Stevies 
Saxophonist Julien Wilson and the “Stevies” - guitarist Stephen Magnusson, 
and accordionist Steve Grant – have worked together as the Julien Wilson Trio 
for almost 20 years, releasing two albums, and touring nationally and 
internationally (including Europe, South Korea and Indonesia). Their first album, 
Trio-Live (2007) was recorded as part of The ABC Jazztrack 30th Anniversary 
Concert. Their second album, Swailing saw them expanding their sound with 
the addition of electric guitar, moog guitar, bass clarinet and soprano sax, and 
recording both some “non-originals” along with new material. While the 
instrumentation of the group often invites “French” connotations, the band are 
all heavily influenced by Brazilian & Argentinean music forms. The trio has also 
expanded their repertoire to include material by Ellington, Ornette, Fats Waller, 
Hermeto Pascoal, and even Jules Massenet.                                                                                                                    
“Ravishingly beautiful music. Enchanting lyricism. The epitome of 
understatement.” - Jessica Nicholas, The Age 
 
 
Sunday, 17th      
Anton Delecca Quintet 
Tenor saxophonist Anton Delecca’s music is soulful and passionate, drawing 
from a diverse range of influences including folk, gospel, spiritual jazz, 70s acid 
fusion and music from the current NYC jazz scene. Joining them tonight will be 
special guest Brett Williams on piano. Brett has recently moved to Melbourne 
from NYC and has performed with greats such as Stevie Wonder, Ms. Lauryn 
Hill, Marcus Miller, Snarky Puppy and Robert Glasper. He has also performed 
regularly with Jon Batiste on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. On drums 
will be exciting newcomer Marissa Di Marzio, virtuosic rising star Bernard 
Alexander on alto saxophone and Delecca’s long term collaborator Tom Lee on 
acoustic bass. Delecca was based in New York from 2017-19 where he recorded 
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Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $20 Con. unless otherwise noted

Francesca Naibo



These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging 
 
Founding Artistic Patron	 the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 	 Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  	 Professor Tony Gould, OA,

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

Sunday, 21st 
Jex Saarelaht Quartet   
Stalwart of the Melbourne musical landscape, pianist/composer Jex Saarelaht 
continues to present his own distinctive compositions, along with less-travelled 
pieces by jazz composers including Geri Allen and Andrew Hill, joined by three 
outstanding musicians - eclectic multi-instrumentalist Steve Grant, here 
performing on trumpet, master-bassist Sam Anning, and winner of the 2016 
Freedman Jazz Fellowship, drummer James McLean.  
‘All three bring such ebullience to bear that the music never treads water, but 
rather is always picking you up and taking you off on another exhilarating 
joyride...’    – John Shand, review of Jex Saarelaht Trio’s CD, ‘Liminal’  
	             The Sydney Morning Herald 

 
Sunday, 28th 
Griswold-Svoboda-Kim (Brisbane/Sydney/Melbourne) 
Anatomical Heart 
Anatomical Heart is a collaborative trio who focus on the spontaneity of 
each moment. Together they create colourful musical cells, glitchy rhythms 
and vibrant soundscapes, using prepared piano, bass, drums and collected 
objects. A trio of musicians based in Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney, they 
first came together in the remote bush property of Harrigans Lane, northern New 
South Wales, to fuse their highly individualistic voices into a common language. 
The juxtaposition of Erik Griswold’s John Cage-inflected prepared piano, Helen 
Svoboda’s Nordic-tinged bass, and Chloe Kim’s highly intense but precise 
drumming found conversational fluency in the remoteness of the Australian bush. 
The resulting album, Anatomical Heart, is coming out on the Earshift label. 

 
 

Around the Scene 
 
Thu-Sat April 4-6th at Bird’s Basement 
Isaiah Collier & The Chosen Few (USA)  
Debut tour by the quartet of 25 year old Chicago  
tenor saxophonist Isaiah Collier. 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2024	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2024 is available is three tiers: Gold level is $75; Silver 
level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians (plus a 
special Student rate). Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC 
performance by a Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances 
for Gold members; special member deals on selected events, and occasional 
giveaways through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email membership@
mjc.org.au or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
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Griswold -Svoboda - Kim
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Sunday, 7th 
Shayan Album launch 
Shayan is a forward-thinking, ever-changing jazz ensemble that blends jazz 
with Iranian folk melodies, pop, classical and electronic music. The group were 
one of 15 recipients of the 2021 ABC Jazz Composer Commission and 
composed a suite original music for a chord-less quintet, exploring the 
intersection between contemporary Jazz and Traditional Iranian rhythm and 
melody. The album ‘The Heart is a Candle’, was recorded at ABC Studios as 
part of the commission in August 2022. It is dedicated to the brave women of 
Iran who have been risking imprisonment, beatings and even death, protesting 
their government for right to live with dignity and respect. Led by Omid Shayan 
(tenor saxophone), with Holly Moore (alto saxophone), Anita Quayle (cello and 
effects), Harry Birch (double bass) and Ronny Ferella (drums). 
 
 
Sunday, 14th 
Stat 
Electric guitars, jazz-school chord changes and bluesy alt-rock strut all living 
under the same roof; the trio from Naarm/Melbourne are made up of guitarist/
vocalist Stella Anning, bassist Richard Rose and drummer Lewis Pierre.  The trio 
released an EP at the end of 2022; from a gritty comedic jazz rock bop about 
Stella’s cat, to an introspective soul/rock-ballad about her newborn, the EP was 
met with much enthusiasm and has ignited the trio to head back to the studio 
very soon.  The trio have a variety of new eclectic tunes from folk songs to soul, 
but all rooted in their jazz backgrounds.  This performance will be a sneak peek 
as to what is to come on their upcoming recording and will also include some 
special guests! 

Anton Delecca


