
Sunday 28th
Tony Gould’s Birthday Celebration
This special concert is a celebration of the 84th birthday – and ongoing 
career - of the highly regarded pianist/composer/educator Dr. Tony 
Gould. Gould is possibly the most ‘formally’ recognised figure to work in 
the Australian jazz scene (although he refers to his music as "post-jazz"), 
with an Australia Council Fellowship, the Don Banks Fellowship in 2009 
(as well as an Order of Australia), plus the 2011 Australian Jazz Award 

“Hall of Fame”. For this occasion, he is joined by long-time colleagues 
Sam Anning (double bass) and Tony Floyd (drums) to play two sets with 
different combinations of guests, who include Angela Davis (alto 
saxophone) and Carl Mackey (tenor saxophone), as well as the 
masterful guitarist Stephen Magnusson.

JANUARY
Sunday 7th
Raj Jayaweera Quartet [Spain/Melbourne] ft. Carl Morgan[Berlin]

Expatriate drummer Rajiv Jayaweera, visiting from Spain, leads a quartet 
performing his originals, featuring Berlin-based guitarist, Carl Morgan 
(2014 National Jazz Guitar Award recipient), pianist Brett Williams and 
double bassist Sam Anning. After spending close to ten years in New 
York, Jayaweera moved to Europe three years ago. This past year, he 
was based in Basel, Switzerland where he took part in a residency 
program directed by Wolfgang Muthspiel. For this concert, he will play 
compositions from his album “Pistils” as well as a number of newer 
songs that he plans to record in 2024.

Sunday14th
Stephen Byth Quartet [New York/Melbourne]

Following the completion of his Masters over in Boston over three years, 
tenor saxophonist and composer Stephen Byth has been based in New 
York during 2023. On his visit last year, he performed material from his 
acclaimed album, ‘Reparations’, with an ‘all-star’ octet, regarded by many 
as one of – if not the - outstanding gigs of the year.  (filmed by ‘Oh! Jazz’). 
Since that debut album, he has released an EP-length project, ‘Welcome, 
Melancholia’, which is a heartfelt homage to three pillars of Black 
American Music, featuring compositions by John Coltrane, Duke 
Ellington and Wayne Shorter. For this performance he performs in a 
quartet format with Brett Williams (piano), Sam Anning (bass) and Kyrie 
Anderson (drums).  

Sunday 21st
Joel Trigg Quintet  CD Launch

Best known as a founding member of local jazz punks, The Rookies, 
pianist Joel Trigg’s second album as a bandleader, Habits of the Hero, 
takes its inspiration from the timeless and archetypal hero myth, and  
celebrates the unending quest to overcome adversity and restore 
balance in a world forever sliding into entropy––a story that plays out 
across diverse human mythologies, as relevant and fascinating to our 
modern world as it was to the ancient. These grand narratives are 
proxies for all human struggle, from the epic to the seemingly mundane, 
with the adventures of Gilgamesh, St George, Wonder Woman, and 
Luke Skywalker serving their highest purpose as inspiration for our own 
lives. A hero is made (and love restored) not in a single sweeping gesture, 
but in the consistent virtue of the baker, doctor, parent, and friend––the 
Habits of the Hero. Joel could not launch this album without the aid of 
Stephen Byth (tenor saxophone), Stella Anning (guitar), Tamara Murphy 
(bass), and Miles Henry (drums), heroes all.  

FEBRUARY
Sunday 4th
Old Country, New Country 
& Willebrant & Williamson Two Album Launches

Old Country, New Country is the collaborative ensemble of Paul 
Williamson (trumpet), Peggy Lee (cello), and Dylan van der Schyff 
(drums). The group employs a wide range of extended instrumental 
techniques, diverse formal concepts, and stylistic boundary crossing 
to explore the intersections of composition, free improvisation, and 
experimental music. This performance marks the launch of their first 
eponymously titled recording. 

Willebrant & Williamson: This performance marks the launch of the 
recording by Paul Williamson (trumpet) and Karl Willebrant (ambient 
bassist, electronic artist, and producer).  Recorded over multiple 
sessions in 2023, the music features immersive textures and emotive 
expanses that allow the listener to conceive a visual experience 
through soundscapes and drones utilizing bass guitars, field 
recordings, and improvised performance.

Sunday 11th
Stephen Magnusson’s 50th Birthday Celebration
Guitarist/composer Stephen Magnusson is one of the most versatile 
and distinctive musicians in Australia. He will be performing with his 
STOZ trio (which released a self-titled CD), featuring bassist Sam 
Anning, and longtime collaborator, the highly respected drummer, Dave 
Beck. After spending much of the 1990s teaching in Switzerland, 
Magnusson returned to Australia and was co-winner (with James 
Muller) of the 2000 National Jazz Guitar Award at Wangaratta. In 2013 
he received the $30,000 Melbourne Music Prize, and won the 2013 ‘Bell’ 
Australian Jazz Award for Contemporary Jazz Album of the Year for 
Magnet. He was a member of Archie Roach’s band until his passing. 
Visit www.mag.net.au “Magnusson is an artist with nothing to prove 
but much to say” –  All About Jazz, USA

Sunday 18th
Diane Peters-Tamara Murphy Duo [Italy/Melbourne]

On a visit from Italy, Diane Peters (harp and voice) reunites in a duo 
performance with Tamara Murphy (double bass) to perform a program 
of jazz-inspired originals and Afro American grooves and 
Improvisations, inspired by the styles of Alice Coltrane, and Anouar 
Brahem. When based in Melbourne in the late 1990s Peters recorded 
the self-titled album by her quintet, Archaeopteryx, in 2000, and 
performed with Mark Simmonds’ band. Since relocating to Italy, she 
has been involved with various projects, including Cafeamaro (harp 
and electronica). When touring around Europe, she has often 
performed in the duo format with some outstanding double bass 
players, including Marc Abrams, Danillo Gallo, and Yuri Goloubev. The 
subtlety and unique combination of these two string instruments 
promises to produce a memorable aural experience. Visit https://www.
harpandsong.com/projects/harp-and-bass-on-tour

Holly Moore
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Sunday 25th
Holly Moore Quintet
Holly Moore brings together some of Melbourne’s finest ‘next gen’ 
improvising musicians in this quintet format.  She was the recipient of the 
Melbourne International Jazz Festival’s “Take Note” award in 2020, 
culminating in a streamed performance of her quintet as part of “These 
Digital Times” series. After being awarded an ABC Jazz Composition 
Commission, in late 2023 she released her first project, Reunion, to high 
acclaim.  She is an artist with a unique voice that speaks to new and 
exciting changes in Australian Improvised Music. Her compositions 
have been described as “majestic” (in a review in “The Age”). Featuring 
Holly Moore (soprano and alto saxophone), Matt Hoyne (guitar), Matt 
Steele (piano), Robbie Finch (double bass) and Luke Andresen (drums). 

JAZZ NEWS
2024 M.J.C. Annual Program Unfunded 
by Music Australia & Creative Victoria 
The MJC was informed in December that it was unsuccessful with its 
funding application for its 2024 Annual Program to Music Australia 
(formerly part of the Australia Council), followed by notification in January 
that our application to Creative Victoria was unsuccessful. The MJC has 
been unsuccessful with several A.C. applications since 2017 (having only 
been funded for 24 months over the last 6 years: in 2019 and 2021/2022). 
However, 2023 was the first year in the MJC’s history that it operated its 
Annual Program without either Federal or State funding support (relying 
on our capital reserves and Box Office income), and the first year since 
1986 that the MJC received no State support at all for its Annual Program. 
As a direct result of this, artists’ fees were drastically reduced (as were 
part-time staff hours), and the scope of programming affected. 

Across all art forms in the AC’s September 2023 round, 18% 
applications were successful, while in the Creative Victoria round, there 
was a 4% success rate.

In the 4-Year Funding category, Melbourne Jazz Ltd. (Melbourne 
International Jazz Festival) received $1,180,000; the Australian Art 
Orchestra $1,680,000, and The Boite $600,000, while Speak 
Percussion received $1,280,000.

MEMBERSHIPS                 & 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Support the co-op in 2024
M.J.C. Associate Membership
MJC Membership for 2023 is available is three tiers: Gold level is 
$75; Silver level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for 
musicians (plus a special Student rate). Membership benefits include 
free entry for one MJC performance by a Victorian act; concession 
entry to all MJC performances for Gold members; special member 
deals on selected events, and occasional giveaways through the 
e-newsletter. Visit our website, email membership@mjc.org.au 
or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details

Sign Up To Our E-News
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a 
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at 
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging

Founding Artistic Patron The late Brian Brown, 
OA Artistic Patrons Mike Nock, ONZM, 
MJC Chairperson  Professor Tony Gould, OA,
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Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at 
The JazzLab 27 Leslie St. 
Brunswick – o­ Victoria St.
$30 & $20 Con. 
unless otherwise noted
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