
December 
 
Sunday, 3rd  $30/$20 MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF 
New Frontiers & Aura  
The Aura quartet, comprising of four of Australia’s outstanding female jazz 
instrumentalists - trumpeter Audrey Powne, alto saxophonist Flora Carbo, 
bassist Helen Svoboda and drummer Kyrie Anderson - met serendipitously in 
2019 while attending the Banff Centre's renowned Workshop in Jazz and 
Improvised music in Canada, where they recorded their debut self-titled album. 
Previously based in three different States, they are now all based in Melbourne, 
and have reunited to release 'Same Sky.' This quartet, famed for their chordless 
style and melodic skill, presents fresh compositions inspired by deep friendship 
and musical synergy.Visit  https://aurasaura.bandcamp.com/album/aura                                                                                         
Support set will feature New Frontiers, an ensemble of the best emerging and 
graduating female/non binary artists from the VCA/MCM course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 
 
Sunday, 5th                                                                                                                                              
Brennan Hamilton-Smith Quartet ft. Kade Brown - Debut                                                                           
Woodwind soloist Brennan Hamilton-Smith (clarinet & tenor saxophone) is 
probably best-known for his work on clarinet with ensembles such as “Reverse 
Swing”. However, he is equally adept in contemporary idioms, recording 
all-originals with his group Rhombus on their album, “Enter The Rats Nest”. For 
this performance he is joined by long-time collaborator Kade Brown (piano), 
who is on a visit from Germany (where he has relocated to), together with 
Robbie Finch (double bass) and Pierre Lewis (drums). Visit Bandcamp:  https://
www.discogs.com/release/25808275-Rhombus-Enter-The-Rats-Nest 
 
Sunday, 12th                                                                                                                                             
Remco Keijzer Quartet ft. Special Guest, Daniel Gassin 
Originally hailing from Amsterdam, tenor saxophonist Remco Keijzer has called 
Melbourne home for many years, but has spent the past year interstate 
(touring with his wife, Alinta Chidzey, who is the leading lady in the musical 
Moulin Rouge). This concert sees him reuniting with Paris-based expatriate 
pianist Daniel Gassin (a former bandmate from Alinta and the Jazz Emperors), 
who has returned here for an extended stay. Joined by Chris Hale on acoustic 
bass guitar, and Darryn Farrugia on drums, their music is a dynamic collection 
of modern creative jazz, reminiscent of legendary figures like John Coltrane 
and McCoy Tyner, Chris Potter and Brad Mehldau. With a rich blend of 
Australian and European influences, their offering a fresh take on the jazz genre 
will be delivered with high-energy. 
 
Sunday, 19th 
Niko Schauble & Carl Pannuzzo Duo - Debut 
This year has seen drummer and composer Niko Schauble premiering two of his 
compositions for large ensemble in Australia (with the MJC Orchestra) and in 
Europe (with Nick Haywood, Andrea Keller performing ‘Clear Waters’ for jazz 
trio and symphony Orchestra). Always seeking new creative possibilities, Niko 
has teamed with Carl Pannuzzo (a multi instrumentalist and vocalist well-known 
for his work with the Checkerboard Lounge group).Carl, who was recently 
nominated in the Blues Music Victoria’s Blues Legend Poll, was a featured artist 
in Niko’s ‘Drumbling’ project, which premiered at the 2013 Wangaratta Festival 
of Jazz.  Niko and Carl who have performed together for 10 years, including in 
Carl’s Jazz Quintet, are looking forward to sharing an intimate evening of 
Grungy Grooves, Soaring Songs, Loopy Loops and Beats and Bits.  
 
Sunday, 26th 
TMT – Debut 
After the recent completion of a another national tour with her quartet, 
Spirograph Studies, double bassist and composer Tamara Murphy performs 
with her TMT trio, featuring guitarist Stephen Magnusson and drummer James 
McLean. They released their self-titled debut CD late last year to critical 
acclaim. Their repertoire mainly comprises originals, but with some imaginative 
interpretations of tunes by Thom Yorke and Lennon. For this performance, 
Murphy and Magnusson will collaborate with younger drummer Myka Wallace. 
Visit https://tamaramurphy.com/new-trio-album-its-the-bomb-sort-of/                                                                  

TAMARA MURPHY

November/
   December

Sundays 7:30PM–10:00PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$25 & $18 Con. Unless otherwise noted



These events take place on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation and we pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging 
 
Founding Artistic Patron	 the late Brian Brown,  
OA Artistic Patrons 	 Mike Nock, ONZM,  
MJC Chairperson  	 Professor Tony Gould, OA,

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

2024 MJC Program 
 
Sunday, January 7th 
Raj Jayaweera Quintet ft. Carl Morgan 
Expatriate drummer Rajiv Jayaweera, visiting from Spain, leads a quintet 
performing his originals, featuring Berlin-based guitarist, Carl Morgan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around the Scene 
Contemporary performances outside the M.J.C. program 
 
2023 Melbourne Women's International Jazz Festival  
– 25th Anniversary 
Founded by the Melbourne Jazz Co-operative in 1997, this year marks the 25th 
Anniversary of the Festival (having not run in 2008 and 2011 due to lack of 
funding). Curated by Sonja Horbelt, it will be staged over December 3-10 at The 
Jazzlab. Featured artists include Teri Roiger (New York),) Peggy Lee (Canada), 
AURA CD launch, Beyond the Lake, Sasha Gavlek Quartet (Tas/Melb), Elly Hoyt 
: My Nightingale (UK/Tas/Melb), Lara Bello Quartet (Spain/Melb), Ilaria 
Crociani (Italy/Melb), Mim Crellin EP preview (Adel/Melb), Monash University’s 
“Sounding Change” ensembles with Monique diMattina, a free singer's 
symposium at MCM featuring a panel of vocalists including Michelle Nicolle, 
Gian Slater, Nina Ferro and Harriet Allcroft, Zöj, Across Silence, Little Big Band 
directed by Angela Davis plus the GDJ Student concert. 
 
 

Jazz News 
 
MJC Funding Results For 2024                                                                                                          
While the MJC received $20,000 from Creative Victoria through Creative 
Projects Fund for its 40th. Anniversary Concert at the EMH, M.R.C., it was 
unsuccessful with several funding applications to both the Australia Council 
and Creative Victoria for our 2023 Annual Program. The MJC is now 
awaiting the result of our applications to both Creative Australia (formerly 
the Australia Council) and Creative Victoria for 2024 funding. 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
Support the co-op in 2024	  
M.J.C. Associate Membership 

MJC Membership for 2023 is available is three tiers: Gold level is $75; Silver 
level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians (plus a 
special Student rate). Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC 
performance by a Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances 
for Goldl members; special member deals on selected events, and occasional 
giveaways through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email membership@
mjc.org.au or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at  
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com  
 
 

Thanks to  the MJC’s 
Patrons, Members & 
Supporters 
 
Foremost, the MJC ank Michael wishes to thank Michael Tortoni and  
Jeremy Jankie at The Jazzlab for hosting our weekly performances on 
Sunday nights; Marshall McGuire and the Melbourne Recital Centre  
(for our 40th. Anniversary co-presentation concert), and Sonja Horbelt  
of the Melbourne Women’s International Jazz Festival, as our co-presenters 
for some special concerts. Finally, thank you to all our Members and the 
audience participants who keep music live in Melbourne, as well as the 
musicians who continue to perform and create new work for token  
financial rewards and scant recognition.

PEGGY LEE

December cont. 
 
Wednesday, 6th  $30/$20  MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF 
Little Big Band & Mim Crellin (Adelaide/Denmark/Melb.) 
In her first appearance at MWIJF, dynamic vocalist, composer and arranger  
Mim Crellin will deliver one last performance before returning to the northern 
hemisphere. She will preview music from her upcoming EP co-written with Danish 
guitarist Morten Duun, ‘Only A Setting Sun’. and present select pared-back 
arrangements of her debut album ‘All Our Little Boxes’. Joining her on stage for 
this special event will be Flora Carbo featured on woodwinds, collaborator 
Morten Duun on guitar, and dreamteam Kyrie Anderson on drums and Sam 
Anning on bass. There will be an opening set by Little big band, directed by 
Angela Davis, featuring Tertiary students from Monash University, Melbourne 
Polytechnic, Box Hill Tafe and the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music playing 
the music of Australian composers as well as classic big band arrangements. 
 
Sunday, 10th  $45/$35  MJC Co-presentation in the MWIJF 
Open Thread (Can/Aus) & Teri Roiger Quartet (USA/Aus) 
Highly expereiced New York-based U.S. jazz vocalist and pianist Teri Roiger and 
her husband, double bassist John Menegon, joined with guitarist Hugh Stuckey 
and drummer Ronny Ferella to celebrate the music of the late Abbey Lincoln. 
Lincoln was a vocalist, actor, songwriter and political activist who was featured 
on several important protest albums in the 1960s with her then-husband, Max 
Roach. She went on to produce several albums of her original songs on 10 
albums for Verve until her passing in 2010. Rogier’s tribute album, “Dear 
Abbey”, met with great critical acclaim. 
 
In the 1990’s, the Canadian pair of cellist, Peggy Lee, and drummer, Dylan van 
der Schyff, were already being described as “two of the brightest lights on the 
new music/improv/jazz scene.” Since then, they have garnered countless 
accolades for their performances and recordings together with many of North 
America and Europe’s finest improvisers. Classically trained in Toronto, Lee has 
been heralded as “one of the world’s finest improvising cellists”, and is also a 
beguilingly original composer. At the start of 2023, Peggy invited saxophonist, 
Julien Wilson, and prodigious young guitarist, Theo Carbo to form a new 
ensemble, Open Thread. Most of the compositions are written by Peggy 
specifically for this group, but all the musicians contribute to a collective sound: 
hauntingly cinematic, while always maintaining an adventurous and playful edge.  
 
Sunday, 17th 
Polymorphic 
Drummer and composer Maddison Carter's Polymorphic is his latest venture, 
drawing upon his fascination for rhythmic complexity. Whilst blurring the 
boundaries of jazz and contemporary classical music, the compositions 
juxtapose tonal and atonal threads. The music shows an affinity for 
constructed, organised sonic space alongside vast improvisation. Electronic 
manipulation, tight interlocking rhythms, and vibraphone craft the distinct 
sound of this ensemble. Jessica Lindsay Smith (flutes); Imogen Cygler (violin & 
keyboards); Flora Carbo (alto saxophone & bass clarinet); Niran Dasika 
(trumpets, effects, & synthesizer); Isaac Gunnoo (double bass & bass guitar); 
and, Maddison Carter (drums & vibraphone). 


