
 
 
Sunday, 24th  
Katarzyna Wiktorski Quintet   
After independently releasing her lockdown octet EP From a Distance, 
pianist/ composer/ arranger Katarzyna Wiktorski’s Quintet project 
celebrates the fusion of jazz, classical and improvisation. Kat’s 
compositional approach strives to create balance between complexity and 
simplicity, with an overall arc of emotional sentiment and storytelling. This 
new collection of works explores interplay and groove and celebrates 
overcoming burnout and the joy of creating new music. Wiktorski is joined 
by Erica Tucceri (flutes), Holly Moore (alto saxophone), Madison James 
Smith (double bass) and Hannes Lackmann (drums).  
 
 

October 
 
 
Sunday, 1st  
Callum G'froerer Quartet – Debut 
Callum G’Froerer is a trumpet player and composer who is active between 
many musical genres – improvisation, jazz, commissioning new 
contemporary repertoire, and electro-acoustic composition. In the jazz 
realm, he has performed widely across Australia and at the Wangaratta 
Jazz Festival, and internationally (Dizzy’s at the Lincoln Center, Monterey 
Jazz Festival, B-Flat Berlin). G’Froerer was nominated for the 2013 Jazz Bell 
Awards and long-listed for the 2014 Freedman Jazz Fellowship. He has been 
a member of the Bennetts Lane Big Band, Mace Francis Orchestra, 
Johannes Luebbers Dectet, Jeremy Rose's Earshift Orchestra, and the Ed 
Partyka Jazz Orchestra, and is a current member of the Phonetic Orchestra, 
which won the 2021 Art Music Award for Performance of the Year (Jazz/
Improvised Music). He has released two albums as a leader: 2013’s City 
Speaks (recorded by Mal Stanley for ABC Jazztrack) and 2015’s Space 
Available, before being based in Berlin from 2015-2018. For this new quartet 
project, G'Froerer is joined by Joe O'Connor on piano, Sam Anning on bass, 
and James McLean on drums and cymbals. They will perform new pieces 
for the ensemble's upcoming recording that flow between detailed 
harmonic and rhythmic structures and spacious collective textures, as well 
as music from 'Space Available’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 
 
 
Sunday, 3rd 
The Mouth with Juan Carlos Allende (Sydney) – Debut 
Saxophone virtuoso Julien Wilson and percussionist Ray Pereira explore a fresh 
approach to improvisation and groove in THE MOUTH, featuring three young 
talents in Robbie Belchamber (guitar), Ashleigh Howell (electric bass) and Quinn 
Knight (drums), plus special guest, Cuban percussionist Juan Carlos Allende. 
They will perform original tunes based on rare Afro Cuban, African and Sri 
Lankan grooves. Julien and Robbie weave harmony and melody around the 
interlocking polyrhythms set up by Ray, Quinn, and Ash. Interesting and 
innovative music that you can dance to or listen to. (The Mouth is a part of the 
Tongue & Tooth Collective that also features Cuban percussionist Juan Carlos 
Allende, Brett Williams on piano and synthesiser, Lucky Pereira on drum kit and 
Theo Carbo on guitar). 
 
 
Sunday, 10th  
I Hold The Lion’s Paw – 7” EP Launch 
I Hold the Lion’s Paw is a sonic trip like no other. Led by ARIA nominated 
trumpeter-producer Reuben Lewis, this ensemble is a guide into an 
immersive world of twisted funk, electro-grunge and psychedelic jazz that 
will leave you with "the feeling of having stumbled into someone else’s LSD 
trip” (Sydney Morning Herald). This is music as assemblage, using the stage 
as a laboratory whilst practicing post-production sorcery in real time. With 
three highly acclaimed albums under their belt, join I Hold the Lion’s Paw as 
they celebrate their latest offering, a limited edition 7” released by Brisbane 
label Made Now Music. 
 
 
Sunday 17th (MJC Series interrupted) 
Brekky Boy (Sydney) & Perolas 
Montreux Jazz Award nominees Brekky Boy return after their sold-out show at 
Melbourne International Jazz Festival last year. Fresh from touring Europe/UK, 
the Sydney-based trio will be launching their latest EP – a future jazz electronic 
exploration influenced by heavyweights Tigran Hamasyan, Mark Guiliana and 
GoGo Penguin. With an invigorating original sound and captivating live show, 
Brekky Boy have gained international acclaim featuring at SXSW (US), Montréal 
Jazz Festival (CA), Montreux Jazz Festival (CH), Jazzahead (DE), Saalfelden 
Jazz Festival (AT) and more. 
 
There will be a Support set by Perolas, with their sonic exploration of South 
American rhythms, experimental jazz, soulful lyrics and lush electronic harp 
explorations. Their eclectic quartet features Liana Perillo (electroacoustic harp 
and vocals), Fabian Aravalés’ (trumpet, electric guitar and synthesizer), Louis 
Spencely (drums) and Rob Hamilton (electric and double bass). 
 
“Few greater joys exist than hearing something that surprises the hell out of 
you – like music did when you were 16. Brekky Boy does that.” 
– John Shand, Sydney Morning Herald ⁕⁕⁕⁕ 
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 October

Sundays 7:30PM–9:30PM at The JazzLab  
27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 27 Leslie St. Brunswick – off Victoria St. 

$30 & $20 Con. Unless otherwise noted M
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Presenting original jazz & improvised 
music in Melbourne since 1983



16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 
Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com Web: www.mjc.org.au

Jazz Orchestra, and New Rotterdam Jazz Orchestra). Stranded was written for 
the North Sea Jazz festival's annual commission. The title refers to being 
Stranded in Australia as a result of Australia's closed borders during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The music was inspired by the vision of what it would look 
like to be back on stage, sharing music with colleagues and audiences. This 
project was premiered at the North Sea Jazz festival 2022 and recorded live at 
the Bimhuis (Amsterdam), and is released being on Brooklyn Jazz Underground 
Records and ZenneZ. Her cinematic style of composing mixes influences from 
jazz, classical and indie rock music. Marike van Dijk (alto & soprano sax) will be 
performing this work with Brett Williams (keys), Hugh Stuckey(guitar), Sam 
Anning (bass), and Perth drummer Ben Vanderwal.  
Visit: https://marikevandijk.com 
“It’s strikingly exhilarating” – NYC Jazz Record 
 
 
Sunday 29th | MIJF (MJC Series interrupted) 
Nduduzo Makhathini (South Africa)  
7:00pm & 9:30pm.    $68/58 conc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 
 
Sunday, 5th 
Lachy Hamilton Trio With Warwick Alder (Sydney) - Debut 
An acclaimed young talent on the Sydney scene, tenor saxophonist Lachy 
Hamilton makes his Melbourne debut with the high respected trumpeter 
Warwick Alder.  

Jazz News 
 
 
Wangaratta Jazz 
Wangaratta Festival of Jazz will be winding up with a very much truncated 
event, “The Last Hurrah” in 2023 over the pre-Cup Day weekend on November 
4-5. It will include the National Jazz Bass Awards. For more details, go to www.
wangarattajazz.com 
 
Melbourne International Jazz Festival 
The MIJF will be staged over October 20-29 with 120 performances at 30 venues 
by international and Australian artists. Visit www.melbournejazz.com 
 
M.J.C. Ticket Price Increase 
In line with across the week ticket increases at The Jazzlab from July, the MJC 
is increasing its ticket prices to $30 Full rate, and $20 Concessions from the 
start of September.  
 
 

Memberships & 
Acknowledgements 
 
 
Support the co-op in 2023 
M.J.C. Associate Membership  

MJC Membership for 2023 is available in three tiers: Gold level is $75, while 
Silver level is $30 ($20 concessions), and Bronze level is $10 for musicians. 
Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a 
Victorian act; concession entry to all MJC performances for Gold members; 
special member deals on selected events; and, semi-regular giveaways through 
the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204, for more details 
 
Sign Up To Our E-News 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a  
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at 
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 
 
After 40 years of Government funding support, in 2023 this project has not been 
unsuccessful in its applications for assistance from both the Victorian Government, 
through Creative Victoria, and the Australian Government through the Australia 
Council, its arts funding and advisory body. Therefore, this project is being funded 
solely from Box Office and the MJC’s capital reserves (unfortunately resulting in 
significantly reduced fees for our Victorian creative artists). 
 
Founding Artistic Patron: 	 the late Brian Brown, OA 
Artistic Patron: 	 Mike Nock, ONZM 
MJC Chairperson: 	 Professor Tony Gould, OA
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Sunday, 8th 
Green-O’Connor-Svoboda (Brisbane/Melbourne) – CD Launch  
Helen Svoboda (double bass), Tim Bekavac Green (drums and cymbals) 
and Joe O'Connor (piano) celebrate the launch of 'Time Together, Time 
Apart' an album of improvisation released by New York label 577 Records in 
May. The album was recorded in 2019 at a time when the musicians lived in 
different cities, across two continents (with Green still based in Brisbane). 
Though the trio had only played together a handful of times prior to the 
session, the music exudes trust and understanding, and a willingness to be 
open and vulnerable. ‘Time Together, Time Apart’ is an expression of 
friendship - a collective endeavor that makes us more than we can be alone. 
For their MJC performance, Svoboda/O'Connor/Green will continue to 
explore their song-like concept of ensemble improvisation, using various 
open-ended prompts to set the musical flow in motion.  
 
 
Sunday, 15th   $55/$45 con. | MIJF (MJC Series interrupted) 
Troy Roberts Quartet (New York/Melbourne)  
Expatriate tenor saxophonist moved from Perth to the USA more than a 
decade ago, and has been a long-time New York resident. With his 
versatility and his love for a variety of stylistic genres, he has become a 
“go-to” first call saxophonist, whose recording credits ranging from the late 
Joey DeFrancesco to Van Morrison, to Jeff "Tain" Watts, to Orrin Evans 
Captain Black Big Band, to the critically acclaimed Kurt Elling, to Veronica 
Swift, as well as both numerous jazz veterans, and newcomers. He is also a 
prolific leader with fifteen releases to his name, the latest being, NU-JIVE: 
Nations United (Toy Robot Music), Roberts maintains a busy recording and 
performance schedule with some of the greatest artists of today. On this 
rare visit back to Australia, he is performing with Brett Williams (piano), 
Sam Anning (double bass), and Andrew Fisenden (drums).  
Visit https://troyroberts.com/ 
 
"Roberts, though young in age, certainly has an arsenal of abilities under 
his belt, and has the makings and foundation of a lasting great saxophonist. 
Versatile in style, with a strong grasp of yesterday and today, he is a force 
to be reckoned with no matter the setting. He is more than one to watch, he 
is one to follow closely."  
– JazzTimes Magazine 
 
 
Sunday 22nd | MIJF (MJC Series interrupted) 
Ingrid Jensen (Canada)  7:00pm & 9:30pm. $68/58 conc 
 
 
Wednesday 25th, 9.30 pm $55/$45 con 
(MIJF concert presented in partnership with the MJC) 
Marike Van Dijk Quintet (Brisbane/Adelaide/Perth/Melb)Based in 
Brisbane completing a PhD in composition, Dutch saxophonist/composer/
arranger Marike van Dijk had previously divided her time working and living 
between New York (moving to New York in 2011 for a Masters degree at NYU) and 
the Netherlands (where she has toured with several big bands, including the 
European Jazz Orchestra,  Jazzorchestra of the Concertgebouw, Amsterdam 


