
 
M A R C H 
 
Sunday 6th 
THE SSS TRIO - Premiere 
Formed in 2016, the SSS comprise Simon Starr  
(acoustic bass and vocals), Steve Magnusson 
(guitars) and Steve Grant (trumpet). Together 
they will create in a chaotic, yet highly 
disciplined, fashion. Using Starr’s album 27/04 
as a base, easy reference points would be 
crossing Van Morrison’s epochal Astral Weeks 
and early 70s Paul Simon with a Mingus 
ensemble. Intimate, spacious, equally beautiful 
and violent, the SSS will turn many years of 
friendship and playing into a new sound. This 
is Simon Starr’s first concert in Melbourne 
since returning from a 6-and-a-half year 
sojourn in Israel, where he was in-demand with 
performing, recording, producing, touring, and 
acting. Visit http://simonstarr1.bandcamp.com 
 
Tuesday 8th – 8pm 
at Bird’s Basement $20 & $15 
STEPHEN MAGNUSSON’S KINFOLK  
Co-winner of the 2000 National Jazz Guitar 
Award at Wangaratta, Stephen Magnusson is 
one of the most versatile and distinctive 
musicians in Australia. In addition to winning 
the $30,000 Melbourne Music Prize in 2013, 
Magnusson’s Magnet (on LP and CD), won the 
2013 ‘Bell’ Australian Jazz Award for 
Contemporary Jazz Album of the Year. In this 
ensemble, he collaborates with Hammond organist Tim Neal, bassist 
Frank DiSario and drummer Dave Beck to produce earthy, bluesy 
grooves, while retaining the freedom to take the music in different 
directions. Visit www.mag.net.au 
 
Friday 11th – 7 pm, at The Salon, MCR $30 & $25 
BEN WINKELMAN TRIO (New York/Perth/Melbourne)  
New York-based pianist/composer Ben Winkelman is touring 
Australia to celebrate the release of his fourth album, The Knife  
(on Jazzhead in Australia and OA2 Records in the USA). He will be 
joined by long-term colleagues, Perth drummer Ben Vanderwal  and 
bassist Sam Anning (recently returned from living in New York). 
Inspired by the highs and lows of getting acclimatized to life in New 
York since 2010, the thirteen original compositions on The Knife 
explore Winkelman’s interests in Cuban, Brazilian and gospel music, 
odd meter claves and through-composed miniatures.Following the 
critically acclaimed Odysseys (2010), The Spanish Tinge (2007) and 
Stomps, Pieces & Variations (2006), the Trio continues to explore a 
fresh take on the jazz piano trio. Visit www.benwinkelman.com 
 

Sunday 13th 
CHRIS YOUNG QUARTET & GUESTS 
- CD Launch 
After the success of his 2011 album, Brood 
Groove (on Move), the Christopher Young 
Quartet is releasing a new album, 
Atmospheros (also on Move). The emphasis 
will be on the multi-instrumental woodwind 
skills of Young, on bass clarinet, clarinet, 
baritone saxophone, soprano saxophone, flute 
and shakuhachi. Young will again team up 
with the Hobart-based rhythm team of Ted 
Vining (drums) and Nick Haywood (bass), 
together with Tom Fryer (guitar). Special guests 
for some pieces are Julien Wilson (tenor sax and 
bass clarinet) and Tony Norris (trumpet).  
 
Tuesday 15th – 8pm 
at Bird’s Basement $20 & $15 
RADIOSUCCESSI – Debut  
Radiosuccessi Is a new quintet formed by 
expatriate Italian tenor saxophonist Mirko 
Guerrini, with a repertoire mainly based on 
all Italian songs from the Italian swing era 
(50’s and 60’s). Immediately after the war, 
American music “invaded” Italy. So standards 
like Blue Moon (Luna malinconica) and I’m in 
the Mood for Love (Quando ti stringi a me) are 
performed with lyrics in both Italian and 
English. Along with this they play some real 
Italian jazz songs, written by amazing 
composers back in those days. The band 

comprises Ilaria Crociani (vocals), Mirko Guerrini (saxophones), Ryan 
Griffith (guitar), Mark Elton (bass), and Niko Schauble (drums). 
 
Sunday 20th 
PETER PETRUCCI QUARTET  
Guitarist Peter Petrucci’s latest group features David Rex (alto sax), 
Ben Robertson (acoustic bass) and Lewis Pierre-Humbert (drums). 
Renowned as one of Australia’s finest jazz guitarists for his fluency 
and technical virtuosity, his uncommon refinement has seen him 
described as a musical poet. This quartet will perform mostly 
original material as well as a few renditions of jazz standards. 
Petrucci’s albums are available from Which Way Music and iTunes. 
Visit www.peterpetrucci.com 
 
 
Sunday 27th $20 & $15 
MULLER/MAGNUSSON PROJECT (Adelaide/Melbourne) 
See Tuesday 29th for details 
 
 

Tuesday 29th – 8pm  
at Bird’s Basement $25 & $20 
MULLER/MAGNUSSON PROJECT (Adelaide/Melbourne) 
See Sunday, 27th for details.Co-winners of the 2000 National Jazz 
Guitar Award at Wangaratta, Melbourne’s Stephen Magnusson and 
Adelaide-based James Muller collaborated for a premiere 
performance of original music for the MJC in January 2012, one of 
the highlights of that year. They are two of the most highly awarded 
and recognised talents in Australian jazz, versatile and distinctive. 
While still in his 20s Muller had already won the 2000 ARIA & Mo 
awards, and 2004 MCA Freedman Fellowship. He was also a 
recipient of a $100,000 two-year Australia Council Fellowship. 
Magnusson won the $30,000 Melbourne Music Prize in 2013Muller 
released his latest album, Neurotica, last year. After an acclaimed 
appearance at the 2014 Wangaratta Festival, they will again 
collaborate with bassist Frank DiSario and drummer Danny Fischer. 
See www.mag.net.au 
 
A P R I L 
 
Sunday 3rd 
MACKEY | JODRELL QUINTET (Perth/Melbourne) - Debut 
Alto saxophonist Carl Mackey and trumpeter Mat Jodrell share a 
rare connectivity brought about from performing together for the 
better part of two decades. The frontline of dynamic Perth group 
Speedball, they are now both residing in Melbourne. They will be 
joined for this performance by two other members of Speedball, 
pianist Grant Windsor (currently based in Melbourne, after several 
years based in London) and drummer Daniel Susnjar (touring from 
Perth).Joining them in the in the rhythm section will be Melbourne 
acoustic bass guitarist Chris Hale,The group will be exploring 
standard and original material, with the emphasis on extremes – 
extremes of energy, beauty, ferociousness, swing, subtlety, and 
emotion. As Speedball demonstrated at their 2015 Wangaratta 
Festival appearance, this is conglomerate that will deliver some 
blistering improvisation. 
 
Tuesday 5th – 8pm  
Bird’s Basement $20 & $15 
TOM BARTON & DIEGO VILLALTA  
& VISTA NEEDLE (Perth/Sydney/Melbourne) - Premiere 
Innovative jazz vocalist Tom Barton collaborated with guitarist/
composer Diego Villalta to release an album of improvised works 
recorded in Osaka, Japan, in early 2015. Connections is the duo’s 
first recording, following years of musical collaboration between 
these V.C.A. graduates, who will perform an opening set. Vista 
Needle is the brainchild of two of Australasia’s outstanding younger 
talents: Perth drummer Daniel Susnjar and Sydney pianist Steve 
Barry. Barry was the 2013 Bell Award for Young Australian Jazz  
Artist of the Year and runner-up in the 2013 National Jazz Piano 
Awards,  while Susnjar won two Bell Awards in 2015 for Best 
Modern Album and Best Jazz Song. Joined by acclaimed bassist 
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resulted in an invitation to perform at the Red Sea Festival in Eilat 
in 2017. A tour of Europe is planned for the same year.   
 
Sunday, 24th 
GEOFF KLUKE WITH MORE CHANGES - Debut 
Veteran bassist (and teacher) Geoff Kluke leads a loose 
conglomerate of instrumentalists who featured on his album, Valley 
Road. It can range in size (up to a Nonet), but always has the same 
philosophy of exploring straight ahead up-tempo jazz with 
challenging chord progressions (colloquially known as the chord 
“changes”). Kluke has written several originals, included two pieces 
based on the testing “Giant Steps” chord progression (A Little Walk 
and Chocdee Bob). In this line-up he performs with David Rex (alto 
sax), Peter Petrucci (guitar) and Mike Jordan (drums).                                              
 
Tuesday, 26th  
ANTON DELECCA QUARTET  
The Anton Delecca Quartet plays powerful, emotionally driven 
music with influences spanning contemporary NYC jazz to the 
spiritual jazz of Alice Coltrane and Middle Eastern influences. Their 
sound is underscored by the band members’ passion for 
songwriting and song form with some pieces playing straight 
through without improvisation. In November 2013 they released 

their third album The Healer on 
Jazzhead and will be playing material 
from this album as well as some new 
compositions. The Healer was selected 
as one of PBS FM’s Top 10 albums of 
2013 and won ‘Best Jazz Album’ in the 
Music Victoria Genre Awards for 2014. 
Featuring Anton Delecca (tenor 
saxophone), Luke Howard (piano), 
Jonathan Zion (acoustic bass), and 
Daniel Farrugia (drums). Visit www.
antondeleccaquartet.com 

 
See www.uptownjazzcafe.com for more gigs 
See www.mjc.org & www.jazz.org.au , www.australianjazz.
net & www.sima.org.au for more news 
 
A R O U N D  T H E  S C E N E  
Contemporary performances outside the M.J.C. program 
 
RAVI COLTRANE QUARTET (USA) March 1-6 at Bird’s Bsmnt. 
 
THE NECKS  Saturday, March 5, 7.30 pm, at MCR; $55 /$45 con. 
 
EDMAR CASTANEDA TRIO (Columbia/USA) Friday, March 11, 
7.30 pm, at Melbourne Recital Centre; $55 /$45 con. 
 
JAMES MUSTAFA JAZZ ORCHESTRA Sunday, March 13, 
2:30pm, Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University; free 
 

 
LEE RITTENOUR (USA) March 22-27 at Bird’s Basement  
 
KAMASI WASHINGTON (USA) March 22 at The Prince 
Bandroom, St. Kilda 
 
J A Z Z  N E W S 
 
THE BIRD’S BASEMENT VENUE OPENS ON MARCH 1  
Bird’s Basement will be a 200-seat venue, situated at 350 William 
Street (opposite the Flagstaff Gardens, near La Trobe Street), and 
combines an Italian restaurant with a state-of-the-art performance 
facilities. Founded by guitarist/developer/philanthropist Albert 
Dadon, AM, it will be showcasing Australian and international 
talent, commencing in late February. The Ravi Coltrane Quartet will 
be the first international ensemble, performing March 1-6 in an 
Australian exclusive. Monday nights will feature the Bird’s 
Basement Big Band, while the MJC will present a program over 3 
Tuesdays per month. Visit http://www.birdsbasement.com/ 
 
MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL’S HEADLINERS 
The return of the Wayne Shorter Quartet and the debut tour by 
Esperanza Spalding for the MIJF have been announced, with both 
shows on sale. 
 
ST. KILDA SUMMER JAZZ  
Staged from March 2 to 6, this series of performances celebrate s 
the rich history of jazz in St. Kilda.  
Artists include Vince Jones, Julien Wilson’s CD Launch, Peter 
Gaudion, Paul Williamson, Sugar Foot Ramblers, Margie Lou Dyer, 
a.o.  Visit www.stkildajazz.com.au 
 
STONNINGTON JAZZ APPOINTS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR FOR 2016                                                                                     
Stonnington Jazz 2016 appointed singer and 3PBS-FM presenter 
Chelsea Wilson as its Artistic Director for 2016, following their 
decision to not employ an Artistic Director in 2015 (after Adrian 
Jackson had established the artistic direction of the event over the 
previous 9 years in that role).                                                                                               
 
AUSTRALIAN JAZZ BELL AWARDS 
Nominations for the 2016 Australian Jazz Bell Awards will close on 
March 5. Celebrating its 14th year in 2016, the Jazz Bell Awards are 
the only jazz-specific awards in Australia to acknowledge excellence 
in performance, creativity and presentation, with each of the 8 
awards carrying $5,000 prize money. The submission form and 
guidelines can be downloaded from www.bellawards.org . To be 
considered for submission in 2016 you must be a member of the 
Australian Jazz Academy, or have a member of the Academy 
endorse your project. (See www.australianjazzacademy.org.au for 
more details on membership). 

M.J.C. ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: 
SUPPORT THE CO-OP in 2016 
MJC Membership for 2016 is available in three tiers: $75 for Gold 
level, $30 ($20 concessions) for the Silver level, and $10 for Bronze 
level (for musicians). Membership benefits vary with levels, but can 
include free entry for one MJC performance by a Victorian act, 
concession entry to all MJC performances, discounts at TITLE 
stores, special member deals on selected events, and regular 
giveaways through the e-newsletter. Visit our website, email 
membership@mjc.org.au or write to 16 Geel Street, Bentleigh  
3204, for more details. 
 
 
SIGN UP TO OUR ENEWS 
Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once 
a fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways.  
Sign-up online at www.mjc.org.au or email 
melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com

 
Melbourne Jazz Co-operative 

16 Geel Street, Bentleigh 3204 
Phone: +61 3 9557 2229 Email: melbournejazzcooperative@gmail.com 

Website: www.mjc.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia 
Council and its arts funding and advisory body 

 
 

Founding Artistic Patron: the late Brian Brown, OA 
Artistic Patrons: Mike Nock, ONZM, & Professor Tony Gould, OA 

MJC Chairperson: the late Allan Browne, OA 
 
 
 
 
 

Piano at Uptown Jazz Café is generously supplied by Kawai Pianos, Australia

Chris Hale, Vista Needle explore a vortex of lyrical melody and 
rhythmic diversity, juxtaposed against a fluctuating harmonic 
backdrop.  Susnjar recently performed with jazz/rock legends  
Chick Corea, Steve Miller and Phil Ramone in the USA, 
 
Sunday 10th 
GRAYSON, SHERLOCK & FISCHER  
Five years ago, these three respected musicians set about reviving 
the art of the Hammond trio in Melbourne, finding a freedom not 
often found in larger ensembles. Ben Grayson is no stranger to the 
organ, or to the Australian musical landscape. His work with Aussie 
funk pioneers The Bamboos is widely recognised and in recent 
years has toured with US folk icon Martha Wainwright and New 
York local Bilal. Danny Fischer (filling in for original member, Daniel 
Farrugia) is a drummer’s drummer, and has covered a diverse 
variety of musical styles after returning here from New York, while 
James Sherlock is widely respected. Their debut album, Wolf & 
Hound, was released last year (on Eleven Pin Music).  
 
Tuesday 12th – 8pm at Bird’s Basement $25 & $20 
ALTER JAZZ ENSEMBLE - Debut 
The Alter Jazz Ensemble is a pioneering music project that fuses 
traditional Jewish prayer and song with jazz music, melding 
together disparate worlds to create a 
unique musical offering. The project is an 
initiative of American-born and Australian-
based hipster, Rabbi Noam Sendor (vocals) 
and produced by renowned Australian 
composer/guitarist Adam Starr. The 
ensemble released their debut album ‘New 
Altar’ in December 2014, and has toured the 
UK (2014) and USA (2015). They are joined 
by an impressive group of collaborators in Mat 
Jodrell (trumpet), Tim Wilson (alto sax), Ben 
Gillespie (trombone), Jonathan Dimond (bass) 
and Tony Floyd (drums). 
 
Sunday      17th            
TORRIO! (GRABOWSKY/GUERRINI/SCHAUBLE)  
This trio - Paul Grabowsky (piano), Mirko Guerrini (tenor 
saxophone), Niko Schauble (drums) - was born casually to perform 
at the Bernie McGann Benefit concert in late 2013. It was 
immediately clear that a special connection happened when these 
three musicians started to play together. Torrio! plays all original 
music composed by all three musicians. The main characteristic of 
this band is the amazing interplay and passion that they reach. 
Schauble is one of the most creative drummers in Australia, and has 
a long association with Grabowsky dating back over three decades. 
Since moving to Melbourne, expatriate Italian saxophonist Guerrini 
has impressed with the depth and authority of his playing in a 
broad range of genres. A highly successful tour of Japan, which 
included performances at the Tokyo and Iwate Jazz Festivals, 


