
GEMMA TURVEY

January/February 2016 Program

Sunday nights 8:30-10:30 pm 
$18 / $12 concessions (unless noted)

Uptown Jazz Cafe 
Upstairs, 177 Brunswick Street,  Fitzroy
www.mjc.org.au

NIRAN DASIKA

Presenting original jazz and improvised music in 
Melbourne since 1983

JANUARY
Sunday, 17th
SAS TRIO (New York/ Melbourne) – Debut

The SAS Trio comprises under-exposed guitarist Craig Fermanis, 
bassist Sam Anning and New York-based drummer Rajiv Jayaweera, 
and was formed in New York in 2012. The group’s primarily focus is 
on reinterpreting often obscure jazz standards. The SAS Trio is also 
the rhythm section for the New Orleans-style international jazz band 
Ragstretch, which recently completed its second Scandinavian tour. 
Guitarist Fermanis was a finalist in the the 2000 Wangaratta Jazz Guitar 
Competition, and is highly regarded by his peers. With Jayaweera based in 
New York, this is a rare opportunity to hear this trio play music from their 
forthcoming CD.

Saturday, 30th $28 / $18 concessions / $14 Children to 17 
6 pm at St. Stephen’s Church, 360 Church Street, Richmond
TONY GOULD SEXTET featuring GRAEME LYALL (SA)  
76TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

This special concert celebrates the career of the highly respected pianist/
composer Dr. Tony Gould, who recently retired from his position as 
Professor of Music at Monash University. Gould is possibly the most 
‘formally’ recognised figure to work in the Australian jazz scene, with a 
Two Year $80,000 Australia Council Fellowship over 2006/2007, and a 
$60,000 Don Banks Fellowship in 2009 (as well as an Order of Australia). 
He also received the 2011 Australian Jazz Award ‘Hall of Fame’. To 
mark his 76th birthday, he is joined by some of his favourite colleagues, 
featuring the legendary saxophonist/arranger Graeme Lyall AM, who was 
the 2015 ‘Hall of Fame’ recipient. He has been based in Mt. Gambier, S.A., 
for several years, teaching at the James Morrison Academy, and rarely 
performs. Gould and Lyall worked together with the late John Sangster in 
the 1970s, before going on to record several albums together. They will 
be joined by Ben Robertson (bass) and Tony Floyd (drums) in the line-
up which made the first ABC broadcast from the Bennetts Lane venue 
over two decades ago. In addition, over two sets, there will be features 
for special guests Imogen Manins (cello), Scott Tinkler (trumpet). The 
concert will be performed in the round, with one of Gould’s favourite 
Yamaha grand pianos, to create some sublime, melodic improvisations.  
Bookings via www.trybooking.com/176219

Sunday, 31st
GEMMA TURVEY TRIO

Pianist/composer (and Artistic Director of The New Palm Court 
Orchestra) Gemma Turvey returns to the piano trio setting, with Tom Lee 
(acoustic bass) and Craig Beard (vibraphone & percussion). Together they 
perform a selection of evocative original compositions and arrangements, 
with a sneak preview of what is in store for the NPCO in 2016. They will 
be joined by guest artists for a few tunes too. Visit npco.com.au

“… an unique musical and emotional experience…” 
— Nikos Fotakis, AustralianJazz.Net 

TONY GOULD

CRAIG FERMANIS OF SAS TRIO

Sunday, 24th $20 / $15 concessions
DANIEL GASSIN SEXTET (Paris/Melbourne)

Third-place in the 2013 National Jazz Piano Award and a semi-finalist 
at the Bosendorfer Jazz Solo Piano Competition at the 2007 Montreux 
Jazz Festival, Australian/French pianist and composer Daniel Gassin is 
on a brief visit from Paris, where he has been based for the last three 
years. He has performed with many leading French jazz musicians, as 
well as visiting U.S. artists Dave Liebman, George Garzone, John Riley and 
Bob Sheppard. He is reforming this group to perform material from his 
Sextet’s self-titled debut album, along with some new material.  Featuring 
the stellar lineup of Pat Thiele (trumpet), Tim Wilson (alto sax), Remco 
Keijzer (tenor sax), Marty Holoubek (bass) and Aaron McCoullough 
(drums).

FEBRUARY
Sunday, 7th  
JAYAWEERA-MAGNUSSON DUO (New York/Melbourne)

Drummer Rajiv Jayaweera was an active member of the Melbourne 
scene for many years, performing with The Bennetts Lane Big Band, 
Joe Chindamo Trio, Way Out West, Australian Art Orchestra and 
Bopstretch. Since 2011, he has been based in New York, touring around 
internationally with various US, Australian and Scandinavian projects. 
In 2013, Jayaweera was a Freedman Fellowship finalist and played in a 
duo setting with guitarist Stephen Magnusson. Back for just a few weeks, 
Jayaweera and Magnusson will reunite for this performance, to explore a 
repertoire of both popular songs and originals. There may also be some 
surprise special guests.



Sunday, 14th
KADE BROWN QUINTET – Debut

From the far south coast of NSW, young pianist and composer Kade 
Brown moved to Melbourne in 2014 to study at Monash University. Over 
the past two years he has been building his reputation as an emerging 
voice, and formed his debut quintet late last year, collaborating with 
Julien Wilson (tenor saxophone), James Macauley (trombone), Tom Lee 
(bass), and James McLean (drums). The quintet will present new material 
exploring themes of Australian art music traditions, with a nod toward 
American influences such as Paul Bley, Lennie Tristano, and Andrew Hill. 
Brown’s distinctive compositional style highlights the group’s unique 
energy, each voice contributing a raw character and intensity that allows 
for dynamic ensemble improvisation and intelligent interaction. 

Sunday, 21st
DAVID REX QUARTET

Alto saxophonist David Rex continues to impress audiences with his 
combination of prodigious technique and emotive musicality. Since 
bursting onto the scene as a 17-year-old jazz saxophone prodigy, Rex 
has firmly established himself on the Australian Jazz scene, working 
with artists such as James Morrison and Barney McAll. In 2012 Rex 
released his third album, Tour of Fate, which was recorded in New 
York, and features Aaron Goldberg (piano), Reuben Rogers (bass) and 
Gregory Hutchinson (drums) performing Rex’s compositions. He will be 
showcasing new originals with his latest group, which reunites him with 
longtime colleague Mark Fitzgibbon (who returned here after several 
years based in Shanghai), bassist Tom Lee, and drummer Sam Bates.

Friday, 26th $30 / $25 concessions
JAMES SHERLOCK & STEPHEN MAGNUSSON (SOLO) 
7pm at The Salon, Melbourne Recital Hall 

Melbourne guitarists James Sherlock and Stephen Magnusson reprise 
their acclaimed solo concerts from 2013 and 2015. Both have produced 
solo guitar albums, and will each present a set of solo works, before 
culminating the concert with a rare duo performance of original music. 
Co-winner of the 2000 National Jazz Guitar Award, Magnusson’s 
solo album was 13 Creatures, released on ABC Jazz in 2008 to critical 
acclaim. Sherlock, winner of the Ike Isaacs International Jazz Guitar 
Award (1997) and nominated for the Freedman Fellowship in 2005, has 
toured internationally in his duo with vocalist Kristin Berardi (including 
performances in New York and a European tour).  
See www.jamessherlock.com & www.mag.net.au. Tickets available at  
www.melbournerecital.com.au

Sunday, 28th
NIRAN DASIKA TRIO – Debut

Niran Dasika is a highly promising young Melbourne-based trumpeter, 
equally at home in a variety of musical worlds from the straight ahead 
to the avant-garde, always with a focus on lyricism and beauty. As a 
graduate from Monash, he has performed and recorded with the Monash 
Art Ensemble with international artists such as George Lewis, Mike Nock, 
Barney McAll, Nasheet Waits and Mark Helias. He performs regularly with 
bands including Movement 9, Surface, and his own quartet, with whom 
he released a debut album Manticore (Phantom) in 2015. For this concert 
he will collaborate with pianist Tony Gould and bassist Hiroki Hoshino, 
performing music from the album, as well as some new compositions.

FORTHCOMING
Friday, March 11th $30 / $25 concessions 
BEN WINKELMAN TRIO (New York/Perth/Melbourne)  
7pm at The Salon, Melbourne Recital Centre

New York-based award-winning jazz pianist and composer Ben 
Winkelman is touring Australia to celebrate the release of his new trio 
album, The Knife. Joining him are long-term colleagues Sam Anning on 
bass (who recently relocated from New York to win the 2015 National 
Jazz Bass Award at Wangaratta) and Perth’s Ben Vanderwal on drums.

AROUND THE SCENE 
Contemporary performances outside the MJC program

Sunday, January 17th
‘KAZE’ WITH SATOKO FUJII (Japan/France) 
7.30 pm & 9.30 pm at Bennetts Lane 
(as part of the MIJF Summer Sessions)

Friday, February 13th $30 / $25 concessions
CHRIS MCNULTY’S ‘ETERNAL’ 
7 pm at The Salon, Melbourne Recital Centre

Expatriate vocalist Chris McNulty launches her acclaimed Eternal CD with 
Steve Newcomb’s arrangements for chamber ensemble and jazz quintet.

February 27 & 28
ELTHAM JAZZ FOOD AND WINE FESTIVAL 

A free event with three stages, featuring traditional to modern jazz, 
curated by Geoff Kluke. 

Saturday, March 5th $55 / $45 concessions

THE NECKS 
7.30 pm at Melbourne Recital Centre

See www.uptownjazzcafe.com for more gigs
See www.mjc.org.au, www.australianjazz.net, 

www.jazz.org.au & www.sima.org.au for more news

JAZZ NEWS
BIRD’S BASEMENT VENUE OPENS IN FEBRUARY 

Bird’s Basement will be a 200-seat venue, situated at 350 William Street 
(opposite the Flagstaff Gardens, near La Trobe Street), and combines 
an Italian restaurant with a state-of-the-art performance facilities. 
Founded by guitarist/developer/philanthropist Albert Dadon, AM, it 
will be showcasing Australian and international talent, commencing in 
late February. The Ravi Coltrane Quartet will be the first international 
ensemble, performing March 1-6 in an Australian exclusive. Monday 
nights will feature the Bird’s Basement Big Band, while the MJC will 
present a program over 3 Tuesdays per month.  
Visit www.bluebasement.com

MJC RETURNS TO TWO WEEKLY SERIES IN MARCH 2016 

Having presented two weekly series since late 1997, the MJC cut back to 
one weekly series at Uptown for the second half of 2015 (supplemented 
by two concerts at The Salon) after the closure of Bennetts Lane Jazz 
Club (and with inadequate State funding). In March, it will commence a 
Tuesday night series at the new Bird’s Basement venue, while continuing 
its Sunday series at Uptown Jazz Café. In addition, it will continue some 
special co-presentations at The Salon. 

2016 AUSTRALIAN JAZZ BELL AWARDS 

Submissions by AJA members have opened for the 2016 Australian Jazz 
Bell Awards. Visit www.australianjazzacademy.org.au for details

MJC ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
SUPPORT THE CO-OP IN 2016

MJC Membership for 2016 is available in three tiers: 

Gold level $75

Silver level $30 ($20 conc)

Bronze level $10 (for musicians)

Membership benefits include free entry for one MJC performance by a 
Victorian act, concession entry to all MJC Club performances, special 
member deals on selected events, and regular giveaways through the 
e-newsletter. Visit our website, email membership@mjc.org.au for 
more details.

SIGN UP TO OUR E-NEWS

Keep up to date by joining our free mailing list. Emails are sent once a 
fortnight with the latest gigs, albums and giveaways. Sign-up online at 
www.mjc.org.au or email melbournejazzcoop@gmail.com

MELBOURNE JAZZ CO-OPERATIVE 
16 GEEL STREET, BENTLEIGH 3204 

+61 3 9557 2229

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through 
the AustraliaCouncil and its arts funding and advisory body, the Victorian 

Government, through Creative Victoria, and APRA/AMCOS.

Founding Artistic Patron: the late Brian Brown, OA 
Artistic Patrons: Mike Nock, ONZM, & Professor Tony Gould, OA 

MJC Chairperson: Eugene Ball

Piano at Uptown Jazz Café is generously supplied by Kawai Pianos, Australia


